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long experience with Christian educatio 


In the Service of Education 


The Rev. Earl F. Rahn is the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania’s new secretary of 
its Board of Christiari Education. Pastor 
Rahn was born in Sassamansville, Pa., con- 
firmed in Jerusalem Litheran Church in 
€chwenksville, and got his preparatory 
education at Perkiomen School. In 1921 
he was granted the A.B. degree by Prince- 
ton University. For two years thereafter 
he taught at Perkiomen, and then begar 
the study for the ministry. In 1926 he was 
graduated from the Philadelphia Seminary 

Pastor Rahn has served in three par- 
ishes: Redeemer Church, Lancaster, Pa. 
1926-1928; assistant pastor to the Rev. Dr 
Frederick R. Knubel at Reformation 
Church in Rochester, N. Y., 1928-1932; an«' 
pastor at Incarnation Church, West Phila 
delphia; from 1932 to October 31, 1944. 

Pastor Rahn’s natural endowments an: 


and its related subjects qualify him ad / 
mirably for this high post. While assistar | 
at Reformation Church he was Directes|| 
of Religious Education. This included th jj 
oversight of the Sunday, weekday, and va 
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From Iron to Steel 


In 1356 an English inventor, Sir Henry Bessemer, announced a process for 
making steel which cheapened the product, lessened the time required to convert 
pig iron into a desired degree of hardness, strength and malleability, and provided 
construction with a substance of great strength and varied uses. The Bessemer 
process was a notable contribution to the Age of Mechanization. 

The basic principle of the process, as it is described in books, is not com- 
plicated. The Bessemer furnace is a huge retort into which molten pig iron is 
poured and maintained in a fluid state for fifteen or twenty minutes while a 
powerful blast of air is blown through the metal. “Impurities” are thereby con- 
sumed or given the form of slag, which is drained off. Prior to completing the 
process, an amount of carbon or of alloys can be introduced. 

It is not difficult to see resemblances to the Reformation’ of the sixteenth 
century in the process of steel making. The Reformation was in purpose and in 
effects the work of purifying the Christian religion, the Christian Church and the 
way of life as they were exhibited in Europe and elsewhere four centuries ago. 
[It was the time during which the practises of the people needed the expunging of 
false teachings, superstitious practises, and many forms of social inequalities. 
Luther and his contemporary leaders kindled and applied the flames of revealed 
truth, that is, the Word of God. Thereby they conveyed vigor to the people 
among whom a Christian ideology had obtained pre-eminence. 
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INTHE MEWS ..------ & G Elson Kuff 


Big argument ahead 

Now that the presidential campaign 
is over, the battle over U. S. peacetime 
conscription will probably begin. The 
May Bill and the Gurney-Wadsworth 


: 


Bill have already 
been introduced in 
Congress. 

Universal mili- 
tary service after 
the war for every 
young fellow as soon 
as he completes high 
school seems to be 
the plan of army-navy leaders. Church 
organizations of all kinds are ready to 
resist this plan vigorously. 

The position taken by the churches is 
that this is a poor time to decide on 
postwar conscription. The same atti- 
tude is taken by the National Educa- 
tion Association and other educational 
groups who say, “Until the postwar na- 
tional situation is clarified, it seems to 
us extremely unwise and even dan- 
gerous to commit the nation to such a 
revolutionary change in fundamental 
national policy.” 

To quote recent statements by church 
conventions and publications which ex- 
press this opinion would take many 
pages. Says the Lutheran Companion: 
“The enactment of such a proposal... 
would mean that the lads who are now 
members of our confirmation classes 
would be taken from their homes three 
years hence and herded into military 
camps. At perhaps the most critical 
time of their lives they would be denied 
the moral and spiritual environment 
of school and church and family, .. . 

“Compulsory military training would 
fasten on the American nation an evil 
which for a century and a half has been 
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the bane of all European countries and 
a curse to the world.” 


Another Minneapolis convention 

No sooner had ULC convention dele- 
gates begun to clear out of the lobby 
of the Curtis Hotel, convention head- 
quarters in Minneapolis, than a new 
group of Lutherans appeared on the 
scene, They were 250 in number, from 
all groups represented in the National 
Lutheran Council. They came to attend 
the first national conference held in the 
United States by the Commission on 
American Missions. 

Missions in rural areas, in industrial 
areas, among industrial migrants, and 
among special racial groups were con- 
sidered in major addresses and in dis- 
cussion groups. 

American citizens are going to keep: 
on the move in the post-war era, pre- 
dicted Dr. Franklin C. Fry. A general! 
psychological unrest, resulting from a 
craving for “something different and 
exciting,” will continue to be felt, even 
among “some good church goers.” 

Dr. S. C. Michelfelder, ALC pastor in 
Toledo, spoke of the training needed by’ 
the minister to make him valuable im 
new situations. The commonest crit- 
icism of the church is that it “does noi 
get to the level of the ordinary man 
It’s too exclusive,” he said. 

The Rev. E. E, Krebs, recently called| 
to head a department of Negro Mis- 
sions in the ALC, said that “no distine: 
tion was ever made in the early Chris. 
tian church on the basis of social o:' 
racial difference.” At present, provid ~ 
ing independent churches for specie! 
racial groups where these people ar» 
located in large numbers, is probabl» 
the best thing we can do. “It is ques’. 
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tionable if happy relationships can be 
maintained where large numbers from 
different races attempted to worship 
together in one church,” he said. 


A woman in Sandusky 

Tue American Lutheran Church in 
its biennial convention in Sandusky in 
mid-October was a trifle surprised to 
find a woman delegate present, the first 
in the history of that organization. 

Dr. Emanuel Poppen, receiving 53 per 
cent of the votes cast, was re-elected 
president for a six-year term. A benev- 
olence budget of $975,000 was reported 
for next year. The ALC has been well 
over 100 per cent in meeting its benev- 
olence budget in recent years. 

A 10 per cent increase in Sunday 
school enrollment was set as a goal, 
and approval given to securing a full- 
time secretary for Christian higher 
education. Along with the ULC, the 
ALC unanimously approved the new 
constitution of the National Lutheran 
Council. 

It had been expected by many that 
the ALC would agree to some sort of 
“selective” pulpit and altar fellowship 
with the ULC at this convention. This 
did not happen, however. The matter 
was referred to the thirteen districts of 
the Church for further discussion. 


More money 

WitH everybody spending more 
money for everything, all the churches 
seem to be getting the idea they should 
be asking their people for more money 
for the dramatically important work 
they must do today and tomorrow. 
_The Episcopal Church National 
Council is moving its 1945 budget up 
to $2,677,132, after receiving $2,119,489 
in 1943. In addition it is asking for 
$3,000,000 “for reconstruction and re- 
lief in areas ravaged by the war and 
for a reconstruction program in our 
domestic missionary field and in other 
non-war areas.” 
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The General Council of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church has set 
an apportionment budget of $1,965,243 
for 1945. This church body is not 
much over one-third the size of the 
United Lutheran Church. 


Further figures 

Sunpay school registration has gone 
up 100,000 in New York since released- 
time instruction began three years ago, 
reports Dr. W. M. Howlett, secretary 
of-the Christian Education. Division of 
the N. Y. Protestant Council. Only 
600,000 of the 1,200,000 primary and 
secondary school children claimed any 
kind of church affiliation in 1941. Al- 
though school registration has de- 
creased, there are now 700,000 children 
who claim church affiliation. 

Protestant Sunday school attendance 
increased 28,000 in the last year, says 
Dr. Howlett. Released-time instruc- 
tion was a “big factor” in the gain, 
which is the first in twenty years. 


Block wardens 

Roman CartHo.ics in the large cities 
should be appointed to supply moral 
and spiritual influence for their non- 
Catholic neighbors, proposed the Most 
Rev. John F. Noll at the National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Women convention in 
Toledo last month. 

Non-Catholics “need to be instructed 
in the fundamentals of religion and of 
the moral code,’ said Bishop Noll. 
“Catholics are the only ones capable of 
so instructing them, because they alone 
have the whole truth, and because no 
other religion than theirs even claims 
to be absolutely certain of the correct- 
ness of its teaching.” 

According to the block-warden plan, 
two or three Roman Catholic families 
in each block would give their neigh- 
bors helpful pamphlets each month, 
would write to editors who offend 
against decency, and would “register 
resentment against things sold in their 


- neighborhood drug store.” 


AN THE WORLD'S EYE 


The “Bailey Bridge” takes its place 
among the chief surprises and secrets 
of the present war. Again and again it 
has played its part in making an easy 
way across rivers, and affording a quick 
turning of the enemy’s flank. It had a 
major part in the rapid Allied advance 
across France, and may be counted on 
for further achievements in Germany. 
The “Bailey Bridge” is a Meccano or 
Erector set grown to man’s size. Its 
parts are interchangeable—no right or 
left parts—and they are quickly fast- 
ened together with steel pins. Each 
panel can be carried easily by six men; 
no hammering occurs in construction 
to alert the enemy.’ When the stream 
is not too wide, the bridge can be com- 
pleted on land and projected on rollers. 
A 300-foot gap over the Trigno was en- 
tirely bridged for the passage of an 
army in thirty-six hours. The bridge 
can even be built in three stories to 
expedite passage. When in place the 
bridge is hard to destroy and very 
quickly mended. 


One of the strangest forms of phobia 
is chronophobia, or fear of time. It is 
an affliction chiefly to be found among 
long-term convicts. Dr. Salvatore Russo 
ealls it “prison panic”; he speaks with 
authority, having long been the psy- 
chologist at Auburn Prison, New York. 
This phobia does not come upon the 
prisoner at once, because he carries 
hopes for speedy release with him into 
confinement—political help, or even- 
tually successful appeals. When these 
fail; panic begins, because time itself 
is his prison. . Years, even days, lose 
their ordinary length and significance. 
Everything in the prisoner’s existence 
is in terms of time—‘“doing time,” “time 
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he has put in,” “time that must yet be 
put in,” that stretches interminably yet 
holds him close. As one of Dr. Russo’s 
patients wrote in a revealing auto- 
biography, “I awoke and found my cell © 
filled with time. It seemed to have body 
and weight, it permeated the whole — 
room, and oppressed me on all sides. . .” 
If a prisoner can be brought to recog- — 
nize that time is-his real trouble, he can 
be helped. He must not think of. his — 
“stretch” as a whole, but to try to live 
it a day at a time. Naturally enough 
religion has been an effective aid, if 
only by giving a different significance 
to time. Prisoners of ill-health have 
found the same rule a healthy one. 


Col. F. L. Brayne has reported to 
India’s Central Board of Irrigation that 
something must be done to keep the en- 
tire land from becoming a desert. He 
is “appalled at the extent of the erosion 
going on all over India.” As usual, the 
blame is placed on “man’s carelessness” 
(our Dust Bowl over again), but the 
Indian weather “of short, sharp rain- 
storms and long periods of drought 
when the soil becomes very dry and 
powdery,” greatly facilitates the proc- 
ess. Under present conditions the un- 
restricted gfazing*:and browsins& of 
India’s cattle is fatal to natural vegeta- 
tion, and Colonel Brayne advocates that 
these should be closely corralled to 
give nature a chance to form a per- 
manent mat of vegetation. Another 
thing needed is to control the rivers in 
flood, and to store the surplus waters | 
precipitated by the monsoons for the 
irrigation of crops. Ali this has been 
said concerning similar conditions in 
China. Both countries need the appli- 


‘cation of scientific measures to conserve | 
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arable soil, and remove the causes of 
periodic famine. Western money spent 
in this way would remove many of the 
causes that lead first to hunger and then 
to war. 


Political “lame ducks” will be strag- 
gling back to Washington after the No- 
vember election, and expecting some 
material consolation from the Adminis- 
tration; that is, if they are of the right 
“faith.” That will further depend upon 
the fortunes of the Administration. 
Perhaps the “lame ducks” would prefer 
the surer, if more modest, provision 
made for the unlucky candidates in 
New South Wales. There recently 
Frank Burke, an M. P., was defeated 
for office, after holding it for twenty- 
seven years. Because the salary is mod- 
est (about $2,800 yearly), few of the 
members save anything. After an 
earlier election, two defeated members 
“went on the dole,” and one had his 
funeral expenses paid by friends. To 
meet this situation the Labor members 
established a “waratah” fund as an in- 
surance against defeat by a monthly 
payment of about $6.50 into a common 
fund. Out of this fund Frank Burke 
will receive $3,250. But that is all. 


The Swiss have put up an untiring 
fight against the serious threat of war- 
born economic pressure. They have 
succeeded largely through an_intel- 
ligent, nationwide co-operative move- 
ment. This has migrated from its usual 
habitat in the cities throughout the 
rural areas, and has thus brought both 
groups much closer together. Its lead- 
ers organize each year a traveling ex- 
_ hibition, which gave sixteen demonstra- 
tions during 1942-43 to illustrate its 
slogan, « “Extension of Cultivation or 
Famine.” Co-operative groups develop 
plots to instruct farmers in more inten- 
sive and advanced methods of cultiva- 
tion. Townspeople are reported as 
carrying on special farm duties to in- 
crease production, and town co-opera- 
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tives organize washing and mending 
services to lighten the burdens of rural 
women in their farm work. In the Can- 
ton of Uri, where defensive military 
exercises with gases and smoke screens 
poisoned 35,000 acres of grazing land, 
and necessitated the slaughter of 7,000 
cattle, a society, bearing the name of 
William Tell, took over the reclama- 
tion of the soil. Switzerland is having 
a new birth of unity in its freedom as a 
result of these alien-imposed miseries. 


In Authoritarian lands journals are 
suppressed for all sorts of queer rea- 
sons. It remained, however, for the un- 
easy overlords of Norway to discover 
a novel excuse for the process. The 
popular weekly, Allers Familiejournal, 
recently suffered that fate because its 
last number appeared with a cover- 
drawing of a girl in a blue bathing suit. 
The suppression was not a highly moral 
reaction of outraged modesty. The of- 
fence was the posing of the figure 
against a background of red and white 
stripes. The overlords quite logically 
and resentfully decided that the pur- 
pose was to present defiantly and pa- 
triotically a clear suggestion of the 
American flag, Of course, the magazine 
is gone, but the memory of freedom’s 
colors remains to thrill the people. 


Forgotten laws are like delayed- 
action bombs: you never know when 
they may blow up, or what confusion 
they may spread. Britain’s Home Office 
has recently unearthed some un- 
rescinded old laws. They go back to a 
time when “directives” invaded per- 
sonal activities rather intimately. One 
has a Puritan flavor, for it makes eating 
mince pies at Christmas a legal offense, 
because it partook of idolatry (Christ- 
mas was tabu). The other makes a 
legal offense of interfering with an- 
other citizen’s consumption of alcoholic 
drinks. In those days the prohibitionist 
would have been an outlaw. When laws 
are dead they should be buried. 


THE ACCOLADE 


The Notable Address of DR. CHARLES M. A. STINE at the 


Laymen's Banquet, Minneapolis, Minn. 


[FotLow1nc is the first part of three by which Tue LuTuerAN gives its readers 
the opportunity to ponder upon the mature convictions on Christian Stewardship 
of one of the Church’s lay leaders. Dr. Stine’s position in the scientific world is 
among those who have won confidence and esteem in the regime of chemical 
research. In the area of the Church’s work he is active in Holy Trinity congrega- 
tion, Wilmington, Delaware, the Rev. James F. Kelly pastor. He is president of 
the Board of Directors of Gettysburg College. He is one of the delegates of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod to the Minneapolis Convention. 

In this first installment, Dr. Stine presents the obligations to God, our Creator, 
for the many marvelous forces and products of nature of which man is the 


steward. Eb.] 


“Good stewards of the manifold grace 

of God.”—I Peter 4: 10. 

Men of the Lutheran Church, Amer- 
icans, I have thought I would like to 
address you on the subject of your 
stewardship. My dictionary tells me 
that, originally, a steward was an of- 
ficer on a lord’s estate, having general 
control of its affairs. This aptly de- 
scribes you, for as members of this Lu- 
theran Laymen’s Association your pri- 
mary tenet is aptly phrased in the fore- 
going definition—“Having general con- 


trol of the affairs of your Lord’s estate.” . 


May I further call to your attention that 
as stewards of the royal household of 
Almighty God, King of Creation and 
reigning supreme even now in the 
realm of the spirit, you stewards may 
be addressed as Noble Gentlemen, for 
my dictionary tells me that the steward 
of the royal household was always a 
Noble of the Realm. 


The Greater Possessions 
What, then, is this estate of which 


you are stewards? You have said it is- 


a stewardship of possessions. But what 
are the possessions which you admin--\ 
ister? Your time; your money; you say 
—these things lent you for the brief 
span of human life—ah, yes, that is true, 
but you are stewards of far greater, 
more important and’ precious things 


Dr. Charles M. A. Stine, 
Church Leader and Chemist 

that even your own life time. From the 
life of Passavant, as a pattern for Chris- 
tian living this Biennial Convention of 
the Lutheran Church has selected the 
sentences, “Be Christian”; “Search the 
scriptures”; “Live helpfully”; “Win 
others.” I shall attempt to address you 
upon the subject of certain broad but 
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most vital prospects of. your Christian 
stewardship. 

As Americans, and as_ Christian 
Americans, and as Christian Americans 
living in an age when applied science 
has poured into your hands the ac- 
cumulated treasures of the ages gone 
before, you have responsibilities far 
outweighing those of your forefathers. 
The patient and industrious research of 
preceding decades has suddenly flow- 
ered into a profusion, a plethora, a 
veritable cornucopia of perfected in- 
ventions and impending developments 
for the enrichment in every sphere of 
the lives of men. 


An Astounding Summary 

The control of diseases; the elucida- 
tion of the structure and properties of 
vitamins and of hormones; the increas- 
ing understanding of the vast com- 
plexity of reactions which in the ag- 
gregate have so much to do with health 
and disease; the development of new 
chemical compounds in the field of 
chemotherapy and the application of 
physical radiations, highly specific in 
their effects upon various ills of the 
human body; the development of the 
science of nutrition; the development 
of new foods; the understanding of the 
less obvious, but nevertheless control- 
ling, factors in the science of handling 
our farm soils, factors which may de- 
termine the difference between abun- 
dance and scarcity; the study of the 
chemistry of the soil; the study of the 
chemistry of the growing plant, of the 
effects upon the vegetable world of very 
minute quantities of certain chemical 
elements in the soil (the so-called 
‘4race elements”); the development of 
nighly effective chemical compounds for 
attacking the insects and molds and 
fungi which damage and destroy our 
food crops in the fields and in the or- 
chards; all this is to name but a very 
few interesting and significant develop- 
ments and merely to hint at the outlines 
of what life can and might hold for our 
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children and the generations after 
them in this area of health and nutrition. 


Home Comforts 

In housing, we have the ability and 
the means at our command to live as 
no king or emperor ever dreamed. We 
preserve our food and cool our desserts 
with refrigerants unknown to com- 
merce ten years ago. We can dry the 
air of our houses by wonderful chem- 
icals which absorb moisture from air 
again and again under proper operating 
conditions. We can cool and heat the 
interior of our homes at our pleasure 
by a combination of mechanical devices 
and chemical materials. We can insu- 
late against heat and cold better than 
the wool from 10,000 flocks of sheep 
could do it for us. We touch a button 
in the wall and uncountable billions of 
electrons light our homes, irradiate our 
bodies, if we so plan, operate our elec- 
trie motors and even brown our morn- 
ing toast. 

If we examine the area of visible 
light, as well as the far greater invisible 
portion of this class of radiations which 
lie beyond the infra red and the ultra 
violet, we at once conclude that the de- 
velopment of the application of radiant 
energy in the service of man is merely 
in swaddling clothes when compared 
with the possibilities envisioned by the 
physicist and the engineer. 


Communication and Travel 

In transportation I have only to men- 
tion some of the developments and 
leave to your own minds the sketching 
of the next few decades. The speed at 
which we can move the human body 
from place to place is already so much 
in excess of the tolerances of its tissues 
that the problems of acceleration and 
deceleration are of critical and vital im- 
portance. The availability of very highly 
efficient fuels of unusual and specific 
structure, and their effects upon the 
evolution and design of the vehicles of 
transportation of the next decade have 
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been frequently referred to by the pub- 
lic press. New metals and new alloys 
not only affect the design and construc- 
tion of our land vehicles and our ships 
of the air and of the water, but the 
availability of these new alloys enables 
us to build engines we can use at much 
higher working efficiencies than were 
heretofore possible. If we can raise the 
compression ratios of internal combus- 
tion engines, if we can build gas tur- 
bines operating at very high tem- 
peratures, if we can utilize the methods 
of rocket propulsion for certain highly 
specialized needs, we further alter the 
transportation picture. We read of the 
possibility of moving rocket cars 
through the air at speeds approaching 
that of sound. Perhaps we, as Christian 
laymen, feel that the question that we 
should ask the young people of these 
ensuing decades is not, “How fast will 
you fly?” but, and in a very different 
sense, “How high will you fly?” 


Possessions of the Free 

It is of such possibilities as these that 
you are stewards in a free and Chris- 
tian America. How they kindle and 
dazzle the imagination! But note well 
what I have just said—you are stew- 
ards of these possibilities only in a free 
and Christian land. I firmly believe and 
am absolutely convinced that your 
greatest responsibility as Christians, 
and your most glorious privilege and 
opportunity as patriotic and liberty- 
loving Americans, is to-make America 
free indeed. It will indeed not fall as 
an unusual sound upon the ears of this 
audience if I say that it is only in the 
glorious liberty of the children of God 
that these beautiful and wonderful 
fruits of applied science can ripen and 
nourish our people. Other than in a 
land governed by the principles of the 
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ, these 
beautiful products of man’s enlightened 
mind are but a bitter and fatal poison; 
the leisure to which they might con- 
tribute becomes a deadly drug leading 
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toa national sleeping-sickness of which 
the empty houses for the worship of the 
living God, and the highways and skies 
thronged with the vehicles of the pleas- 
ure worshiper are but the first symp- 
toms of this deadly malady. 


Abode of Liberty 

As these interesting and marvelous 
developments of applied science become 
available from our workshops and fac- 
tories, from our laboratories and from 
our fields, these marvels which the hu- 
man mind envisions, and which we are 
inclined to feel are engendered by hu- 
man invention, mankind, and especially 
modern youth, is most prone to allow 
these creature comforts and creature 
pleasures to displace the God of Na- 
tions in their minds and hearts. When 
this occurs we become automatons and 
slaves of the very creations of our own 
minds and hands. I have only to recall 
to you to reinforce my point this truth 
as Paul expressed it:—“‘and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” 

Germany is the proof of what the God 
of Nations will do with a nation whose 
educational system not only forgets 
God, but actually turns its power of in- 
doctrination against Christianity. Mar- 
tin Luther’s German Bible unified the 
German states in their speech and to a 
very large degree brought about, or at 
least made possible, that later con- 
federation of states which constituted 
modern Germany. For many years the 
German universities were considered 
the cultural pinnacle in this German 
confederation. But all the foregoing 
does not indicate that the scientist and. 
the university professor have any spe- 
cial unction in prescribing a mode of 
life. I think perhaps that just this error 
is our most prevalent mistake in con- 
sidering the place of education in our 
American way of living. Let us examine 
this a little further. 

(To be continued) 

In Part II Dr. Stine cites the betrayal off 

stewardship by higher learning. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


TRIUMPHING THROUGH GRACE 

Read Philippians 3: 20, 21; and Matthew 
22: 15-22. 

GracE of appearance and manner at- 
tract attention and the possessor exerts 
an influence that is wholesome—if to a 
charming exterior is added a gracious 
life. Christian grace goes deeper. It is 
of the spirit, and is a gift of God’s Son. 


And when they heard it, they marvelled 
and left him, and went away. Matthew 
22: 22. 

Dereatinc Enemies. Not as a dictator 
did Jesus override His opponents and 
demand allegiance. He won by the 
‘Truth, which was His “Sword of the 
Spirit.” He cut such swaths into the 
sophistries of the Herodians and Sad- 
ducees that their arguments were shat- 
tered and they were caused to slink 
away in confusion when they at- 
tempted to entrap and destroy Him. The 
aggressive Christian stands his ground 
and triumphs through the truth. 


Where sin abounded, grace did abound 
more exceedingly. Romans 5: 20. 

Overcoming Evin. In the mightiest 
of all concentrations of evil the powers 
of darkness gathered at Jerusalem, and 
on the “hill of skulls” near by waged 
war against the forces of salvation. On 
that dark Friday and in every time and 
place the grace of God in Christ has 
triumphed. Wherever sin has abounded 
much more has grace, and despite seem- 
ing reverses “all the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation of our God.” 


Let us therefore draw near with bold- 
ness unto the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy, and may find grace to help 
in every time of need. Hebrews 4: 16. 

Oxstatninc Ap. Sufferers in a leper 
colony appreciate the spiritual no less 
than the physical aid which the mis- 
sionaries bring in the name of the 
Physician of souls. A cripple who has 
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been bedfast for years tells us of the 
help received from this column as he 
meditates daily on its messages from 
God’s Word. A tubercular patient tes- 
tifies to the special grace which sus- 
tains her in this time of need. 


And he shall bring forth the top stone 
with shouting of Grace, grace, unto it. 
Zechariah 4: 7. 

Impetitinc Joy. Zerubbabel had a 
hard time finishing his work of restora- 
tion at Jerusalem following the cap- 
tivity. But all the greater was his re- 
joicing, according to the prophet, when 
“the top stone” was laid “with shout- 
ing of Grace, grace, unto it!” When 
the present captivity of thousands will 
have passed and a new order will have 
been. built upon the ruins of the old, 
may grace abound in human relations! 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit. Philippians 4: 23. 

ImpaRTING BLESSING. Grace is a gift. 
The favorite blessing of St. Paul con- 
veys the blessing of the Lord Jesus. 
As the industrial machine is the exten- 
sion of man’s hand and will for war or 
for peace, so the mind and spirit are 
instruments of the Creator with ca- 
pacities to destroy or to save. Which 
shall it be? The church invites to the 
throne of grace that there we may be 
infilled with a holy desire and with 
grace all-sufficient—for the soul’s sat- 
isfaction and for life’s highest attain- 
ments. 


O Gop, the Strength of all them that 
put their trust in Thee: Mercifully ac- 
cept our prayers; and because through 
the weakness of our mortal nature we 
can do no good thing without Thee, 
grant us the help of Thy grace, that in 
keeping Thy commandments we may 
please Thee, both in will and deed; 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son. Amen, 


MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


Sons and Soap and Battlefronts 


Mrs. Minzanp smiled ruefully. “The 
unfortunate part of the whole matter 
is that Mrs. Gerber should have said 
a thing like that to Mrs, Ferrington. 
Mrs. Ferrington, you know, is ex- 
tremely sensitive.” 

“Is she really? I didn’t know that.” 
As I spoke I was mentally commenting 
on the fact that Mrs. Milland looked 
better than I’d seen her for months. 
She was carefully and inconspicuously 
dressed as she always is, but the tight, 
strained look she has worn so much 
these past months was less noticeable. 
Some of her old charm was back in her 
smile. 

“Oh, very.” I brought my mind back 
from my visitor to her errand. “Any 
of the rest of us would have considered 
the fact that Mrs. Gerber has been 
through a dreadful experience these 
past weeks. I certainly don’t blame 
Sarah for going back to her work in 
the city. With her husband on the bat- 
tle front and the baby gone, I suppose 
the only way for her to keep on living 
was for her to get busy at something 
definite.” 

“The man she worked for in the city 
hasn’t been able to fill her place satis- 
factorily since she left, and he wrote 
her so urgently that she just felt she 
must go.” 

“Some of the women have felt that 
there should have been work for her 
here in Bordenville; but I believe she’ll 
make the adjustment better in a differ- 
ent environment. But be that as it may, 
the whole thing has been awfully hard 
on her mother. She’s highly emotional 
and talks without weighing her words. 
We all know her. I don’t believe there 
are a half dozen women in the whole 
church who would have thought twice 
about anything she might say. Doesn’t 
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it seem just too aggravating that she 
should have picked out Mrs. Ferrington 
to insult?” 

“Why do things happen that way? 
Tl tell Mr. Lathrop about it; but you 
didn’t want him to do anything about 
it, did you?” 

“No, indeed. It’s one of those cases 
where the less said, the sooner mended. 
I just wanted him to know exactly what 
happened, so that if Mrs. Ferrington 
should say anything to him, he’d know 
what it was all about.” 

“And I suppose it’s up to all the rest 
of us to be a little extra appreciative 
of Mrs. Ferrington, too. It’s too—.” 

While I spoke the voices in the upper 
hall had been growing in intensity. 

“Well, comb your own hair, if 
mother’s busy. We’re supposed to leave 
the church at three forty-five.” 

“T can’t do it myself, not to make it 
look right to go to that other church.” 
* “Then call mother.” 

“T can’t, Mark. She has company and 
you know we’re not allowed.” 

“Then I will.” And he did! “Mother,” 
he boomed, “excuse me please, but can 
you come here a minute?” .- 

Mrs. Milland laughed and waved a 
gloved hand toward the stairs. “That 
sounds like an S.O.S. to me. I ought to 
run along.” 

“T won't be long. If Joan doesn’t soon 
learn to manage her hair herself, I’m 
going to have it cut! They are going in 
to the city for a rehearsal of the Chil- 
dren of the Church Festival. You’d 
think it was a world premier! Now 
don’t you run away. I'll be right down 
and we can talk in peace.” 

Two excited faces greeted me. “Good 
night! If we don’t hurry, we'll be left 
behind. We’re in the first scene and 
we've just got to be there.” 
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“But Mark, you aren’t going to the 
city in those old slacks are you?” 
“Sure, I’m the colporteur. You know, 
the man who gives out Bibles to the 
Indians. I don’t want to look too dressed 
up or they’ll think I’m a business man.” 
I gave Joan’s gleaming hair an extra 
stroke of the brush to conceal my 
amusement at the idea of anyone mis- 
_ taking Mark for a business man. How 
delighted he’d been when he discovered 
that the scene which our children were 
responsible needed a “man.” “They 
just can’t have a Festival without me,” 
he crowed. 

At last Joan’s coiffure was finished to 
her satisfaction—and Mark’s. They 
each kissed me hastily and started 
down the steps. My eyes rested on them 
at first with pleasure then on my son 
with growing horror. 

“Mark, come back here,” I called. 

“Aw!” But he came. “What’s the 
matter?” 

“Come into the bathroom quickly. 
There’s a straight line back of each ear 
where you stopped with the soap and 
water. Let me fix you up.” 

I repaired the damage with more 

speed than thoroughness. This time 
they were really on their way. I re- 
turned somewhat limply to Mrs. Mil- 
land. The last act had not been wasted 
on her. She was chuckling. 

“That took me back ten or a dozen 
years. I wonder if there ever was a 
growing boy who really believed the 
back of his neck was as important as 
the front?” 

“T don’t know about boys in general, 
but I know more than enough about 
Mark in particular!” 
| “Art was exactly the same way. I'd 
like a chance to scrub his neck right 
this minute.” Her eyes were eloquent. 

“TI know you would,” I replied with 
quick sympathy. “What do you hear 
from him?” 

“We haven’t heard for a couple of 
weeks, but his letters come in bunches 
now, so we don’t worry too much.” 
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“Tt wouldn’t be human not to worry 
a little.” 

“Of course not; and I don’t demand 
that of myself. For a while I was try- 
ing not to worry at all and making a 
dismal failure of the attempt. But I saw 
something in a magazine a few weeks 
ago that has stuck in my mind. A 
mother advised the boy’s father to 
think of their son as someone who was 
so ‘whole’ that even the war couldn’t 
break him. Certainly, if ever there was 
a whole person, Art is. I worry about 
him, of course. But I worry about def- 
inite things, because I know that he 
himself, Art, will be all right, no mat- 
ter what happens. Do you see what I 
mean? Or does it sound ridiculous? 
I haven’t tried to talk about it to any- 
one else.” : 

“It sounds both sensible and Chris- 
tian to me.” 

“TI think we’ve raised him well. The 
rest is up to him. I guess I’ve finally 
made myself realize that he’s a man. 
That Mark of yours is going to be a 
fine man too one of these days.” 

“He has his own battles to fight just 
now. Last week he thought he ought 
to report one of his friends for cheating 
in a test. The class had been put on 
its honor, and he felt the honor of the 
group was at stake.” 

“What did he do about it? That 
would be difficult.” 

“His father talked it over with him, 
and they decided that if he was report- 
ing the other boy strictly because his 
conscience told him to, it was all right. 
But if he was feeling self-righteous 
about it, it was wrong.” 

“And which did he think it was?” 

“He decided he’d really been watch- 
ing the rest to see whether anyone was 
cheating, so he’d better not say any- 
thing about it.” 

“Good for him! Lots of grown peo- 
ple would not be that honest about 
their motives!” 

“If he grows into as fine a man as Art, 
T’ll be very happy.” 
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MORE CONVENTION NEWS 


The Editor reports Items not Available for last Week’s Issue 


Reference and Counsel 


Amonc the agencies through which 
recommendations reach a U. L. C. A. 
convention for discussion and decision 
is the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel. Its chairman for the Minne- 
apolis meeting was the Rey. Dr. Alvin 
E. Bell. The committee consisted of 
twenty-six members, fifteen of whom 


Alvin E. Bell, D.D., 
Chairman of the 
Committee of 
Reference and 
Counsel at 
Minneapolis 


were clergymen. Concerning its duties 
the Bulletin states: “The duties of this 
committee shall include consideration 
of all general resolutions before they 
are submitted to the convention, ar- 
rangement of the special orders for the 
hearing of representatives, and such as- 
sistance as may be desired by the pres- 
ident in the conduct of the general pro- 
gram of the convention.” 

It is apparent that by means of this 
committee and the functions assigned to 
it the convention’s order of business 
was protected against too many intru- 
sions, and at the same time a means 
was provided by which propositions of 
importance could receive consideration! 
The report of the Committee of Refer- 
ence and Counsel was the first regular 
order of business at each afternoon ses- 
sion. Occasionally the floor was given 
to Dr. Bell at other times, 
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Guiana Delegates "Received" 

The first action of the Committee of 
Reference and Counsel was a report of 
the presence of Chaplain Robert E. Lee, 
U. S. Navy, who has been in the service 
twenty months as the Protestant chap- 
lain at Attu. He was presented to the 
convention. 

At the third business session of the 
convention, by recommendation of the 
Committee of Reference and Counsel 
delegates Missionary E. F. Rohlfing and 
Student Hector Magalee were received 
in order that they might be enrolled 
and function as official representatives 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
British Guiana. Both of them addressed 
the convention relative to conditions in 
British Guiana, by which their work is 
justified. Student Magalee is by an- 
cestry a Hindu. He spoke eloquently 
in English of the utmost clarity. 


Tax Enactment Opposed ; 
On Friday afternoon the Committee 
of Reference and Counsel presented for 
consideration and adoption a resolution 
by which the U. L. C. A. in convention 
assembled recorded its protest against 
the use of any form of income tax re- | 
turn “which does not make provision 
for exemption from taxation of gifts to 
church and charity up to 15 per cent 

of the taxpayer’s taxable income.” 
Prior. to the consideration of this res- 
olution, by arrangement with the Com- 
mittee oft Reference and Counsel, the 
Rev. Dr. Karl Kretzmann was recog- 
nized as the representative of The Lu- 
theran Witness, the official journal in 
English of the Missouri Synod. Dr. 
Kretzmann made a presentatign with 
citations of the will of Lutherans to- 
ward fuller unity and co-operation. 
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Also at the session on October 14 the 
Committee of Reference and Counsel 
recommended that the Rev. Dr. O. F. 
Nolde be given seven minutes to pre- 
sent a statement on Religious Liberty 
which was adopted by the Federal 
Council and the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference. The statement consists of a 
preamble, two paragraphs, and a con- 
clusion as follows: 


“We recognize the dignity of the hu- 
man person as the image of God. We 
therefore urge that the civic rights 
which derive from the dignity be set 
forth in the agreements into which our 
country may enter looking toward the 
promotion of world order, and be vin- 
dicated in treaty arrangements and in 
the functions and responsibilities as- 
signed to international organizations. 
States should assure their citizens free- 
dom from compulsion and discrimina- 
tion in matters of religion. This and 
the other rights which inhere in man’s 
dignity must be adequately guarded; 
for when they are impaired, all liberty 
is jeopardized. We urge that: 

“The right of individuals every- 
_where to religious liberty shall be rec- 
ognized and, subject only to the main- 
tenance of public order and security, 
shall be guaranteed against legal pro- 
visions and administrative acts which 
would impose political, economic, or 
social disabilities on grounds of re- 
ligion, 


Religious Freedom's Meaning 

“Religious liberty shall be inter- 
preted to include freedom to worship 
according to conscience and to bring up 
children in the faith of their parents; 
freedom for the individual to change 
his religion; freedom to preach, edu- 
cate, publish, and carry on missionary 
activities; and freedom to organize with 
others, and to acquire and hold prop- 
erty, for these purposes.’ 

“To safeguard public order and to 
promote the well-being of the com- 


November 8, 1944 


munity, both the state, in providing for 
religious liberty, and the people, in ex- 
ercising the rights thus recognized, 
must fulfill reciprocal obligations. The 
state must guard all groups, both 
minority and majority, against legal 
disabilities on account of religious be- 


R. H. Gerberding, D.D., 
President of Northwest Synod, 
Host to the Convention 


lief; the people must exercise their 
rights with a sense of responsibility and 
with charitable consideration for the 
rights of others.” 

Dr. Nolde then proposed the follow- 
ing resolution which was adopted: 

“Resolved, that the United Lutheran 
Church in America approve the State- 
ment on Religious Liberty adopted by 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America and the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference of North America, and 
urge its appropriate application in the 
interest of promoting conditions favor- 
able to religious liberty; and, further, 
that a copy of this resolution be trans- 
mitted to the Joint Committee on Re- 
ligious Liberty.” 


After the War 


At the afternoon session on October 
16 the Committee of Reference and 
Counsel recommended that the Execu- 
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tive Board be authorized to make plans 
for post-wer placement of chaplains. 

At the convention’s tenth and last 
session, Dr. Bell’s recommendations 
were headed by a series of paragraphs 
by the adoption of which the conven- 
tion expressed its thanks and apprecia- 
tion to broadcasting stations, to the 
Minneapolis Church Federation, and to 
the local press of Minneapolis. Partic- 
ular and thankful expression of appre- 
ciation was addressed to the Augsburg 
Publishing House of the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church, to the Northwestern 
National Bank, and to the local Com- 
mittee for Arrangements. 

The invitation was accepted of the 
U. L. C. A. pastors and congregations 
of Toledo, Ohio, the Ohio Synod ap- 
proving, to meet in St. Paul’s Church 
(American Lutheran Church). The 
Rev. Dr. Michelfelder, its pastor, was 
given the floor for a brief address. An 
expression of the desire of the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania that the U. L. 
C. A. should hold its 1948 convention 
in Philadelphia and thus take cog- 
nizance of the two hundredth anniver- 
sary of the founding of the Ministerium 
was commended to the Church’s 1946 
convention for favorable consideration. 


Final Reports 


The U. L. C. A., without in any way 
discriminating amongst its agencies, 
recognizes through experience the great 
amount of time that is required for an 
adequate consideration of the reports 
of a portion of its boards and commit- 
tees. All of them—it should be noticed 
—have not only the opportunity but the 
obligation to make a report of their 
proceedings during the biennium for 
publication in the Bulletin and in the 
Minutes, as the latter follow the deci- 
sions of the convention. But the period 
of time assigned to the presentation of 
some of these reports is brief. For the 
closing hours at Minneapolis twenty- 
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five items were scheduled. In order 
that the readers of Toa LuTHERAN may 
discern the significance of this group of 
reports their names are mentioned: 


Devotions — 

Minutes 

Committee on Church Papers 

Commission on Investments 

Committee on Plenary Convention 

Committee on Personnel 

Committee on President’s Report 

Common Service Book Committee 

Committee on Church Music 

Committee on Church Architecture 

Committee on Church Statistics 

Committee on Publicity 

Committee on German Interests 

Committee on Transportation 

Report of Archivist 

Lutheran Laymen’s Radio Committee 

Committee on Army and Navy Work 

Committee on Place of Next Convention 

Committee on Leave of Absence 

Lutheran Historical Society 

Lutheran Church Book and Literature 
Society 

Unfinished Business 

Printing of Minutes 

Final Minutes ‘ 

Formal Close of the Convention 


Miscellaneous Matters 


The widespread agitation which cen- 
ters upon relationships with the Jews 
was given consideration by the conven- 
tion as part of the report of the Board 
of American Missions in “the particular 
section pertaining to anti-Semitism.” | 
The resolution which was offered and 
adopted is as follows: 

“Recognizing ‘that the Jewish prob- 
lem has been made one of the central 
elements in the present assault on civ- 
ilization,’/ the United Lutheran Church 
in America, accepting the full implica- 
tion of Romans 11: 12, ‘What an enrich- 
ment will follow their reinstatement)’ 
and viewing with concern the manifes- 
tations of anti-Semitism in American 
life, begs its members (1) to consider 
the Jewish brethren in the spirit of 
Luther, who spoke kindly of them as 
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‘the blood brothers of our Lord’; (2) 
to use every available means to assure 
the Jewish people of their communities 
of our Church’s efforts for the preser- 
vation of their rights; and (3) to offer 
prayers in their behalf.” 


Report on Enrollment 


Due notice having been given by the 
president concerning closing of the roll, 
and thereby of the end of substitutions 
in synodical delegations, the secretary 
announced in connection with the 
fourth session (October 13) “Number 
of delegates elected, 283 clergymen, 274 
laymen; total, 557. Number of dele- 
gates in attendance, 282 clergymen, 270 
laymen; total, 552. 

Twenty-eight synods had 100 per 
cent of attendance of their delegations. 
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in British Guiana each had two dele- 
gates in attendance. For the first time 
in several years no delegates from the 
Japan Evangelical Lutheran ‘Church 
were in attendance. 


Chaplains’ Roll of Honor 


Dr. Harold S. Miller of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., chairman of the Committee on 
Army and Navy Work, presented the 
Chaplains’ Roll of Honor and with it a 
service flag announcing 299 chaplains 
from the United States and Canada in 
the services (10 of the chaplains are 
members of synods in Canada). The 
president accepted the flag and an- 
nounced that it would find a place in 
the Lutheran Church House in New 


; York. 


The report and the recommendations 


of the National Lutheran Council re- 


ceived attentive consideration by the 
delegates. Great satisfaction was felt 
in the fact that the budget of $1,000,000 
announced for the year 1943 had been 
exceeded by the receipts from the 
churches. It was also announced that 
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the budget of $1,315,000 set for provi- 
sion and use in the year 1944 had been 
more than met by subscriptions. The 
cash in hand is 100 per cent, with more 
promised. 


Memorials from Synods 


Resolutions initiated in constituent 
synods of the U. L. C. A. are eligible 
to consideration in its conventions. 
They are sent to the Secretary of the 
Church, and through his office brought 
to the attention of the delegates. 

For 1944 there were ten of these 
memorials dealing with a wide variety 
of subjects. 
© Central Pennsylvania Synod _ re- 
quested that consideration be given to 
a retirement age to be set by the U. L. 
C. A. for “the officers of the Church.” 
The plea was adopted. 

@ The United Synod of New York has 
taken notice of the demand of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church that the children 
of mixed marriages shall be pledged to 
the Roman Catholic Church. It re- 
quested “the U. L. C. A. to instruct its 
Executive Board through the U. L. 
C. A. Board of Social Missions to pre- 
pare and distribute a statement inform- 
ing and advising our Lutheran youth as 
to the pre-marital, contractural re- 
quirements of the Roman. Catholic 
Church concerning the upbringing of 
children resulting from mixed mar- 
riages between Roman Catholics and 
our youth.” The request was granted. 
@ The Nova Scotia Synod, on behalf of 
synods entitled to one clerical and one 
lay delegate, ask the privilege that an 
alternate for each should be sent to the 
conventions. The request was granted. 
@ The Synod of Ohio desires an official 
interpretation of the phrase “confirmed 
member” as it occurs in the parochial 
reports. The convention agreed that 
such a definition should be drafted. 

® Theological education has been the 
source of concern in the Synod of New 
York and in the Indiana Synod. A 
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“nost-graduate theological seminary” is 
recommended by the first, and control 
and promotion of the whole work of 
theological education throughout the 
Church was requested by the Indiana 
Synod. 

On motion of the Rev. Paul Krauss a 
substitute to the memorial’s reeommen- 
dation was adopted by which the Board 
of Education was directed “to make a 
thorough study of the whole program 
of theological education within the next 
twelve months,” and to submit their 
recommendations to the Executive 
Board “for the best organization and 
promotion of theological education in 
the: WU; LC rA Siew 
@ With reference to Ministerial Pen- 
sions, it was recommended that “full- 
time ordained officers of boards and 
agencies be enrolled in the U. L. C. A. 
Contributory Pension Plan; the U. L. 
C. A. to assume payments of the ‘con- 
gregational’ share of 4 per cent.” 
® The Central Pennsylvania Synod and 
also the Indiana, Michigan, the Mid- 
west and the Wartburg synods pre- 
sented memorials recommending equal- 
ization of pensions among those entitled 
to receive from the Board of Pensions. 
The resolution of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod differs from those of 
the four requesting “socialization.” It 
recommended that the U. L. C. A. dis- 
tribute the apportionment receipts so 
that 34.92 per cent thereof shall be al- 
located to the Board of Ministerial 
Pensions and Relief, thus making a 
schedule of pensions—“at least $600 for 
ministers retired at the age of 65 years, 
$400 for widows, and $100 for minor 
children of deceased ministers.” 

Readers of Tue LuTHERAN will note. 
that while this action is to be effected 
by the Board of Ministerial Pensions, 
and Relief, the U. L. C. A. is appealed 
to provide the necessary money by 
changing the percentages budgeted in 
favor of the amount assigned to the 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Re- 
lief. Its present quota is 11.75 per cent. 
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Advice for Builders 


Committee on Church Architecture 
Forecasts New Churches 
[Publication Delayed] 


CoMPETENT and experienced experts 
declare that the church is facing the 
greatest period of building expansion 
in its history. In the post-war period 
many old plants will be renovated, en- 
larged and modernized. Many new 
units will be erected. The Board of 
American Missions has estimated the 
cost of such work under its jurisdiction 
at three million dollars. For the re- 
mainder of the church it will be many 
times that sum. 

The implications of such expenditures 
are many. If the projects are wisely 
planned, soundly constructed, and do 
not exceed the financial ability of the 
congregations sponsoring them, great 
blessings may accrue for many years to 
come. On the other hand, if these fac- 
tors are lacking, congregations may 
waste much money or hang a millstone 
about their necks which will impede 
future progress. 

This committee does not urge or pro- 
mote building operations of any kind. 
To those entering upon such endeavors, 
it offers what services it has to assist 
them in planning and building wisely. 
It is primarily an advisory service. We 
have a few helpful booklets and a few ~ 
suggestive plans. We hope to have more 
when and if the church makes it pos- 
sible. We are also willing to review 
your plans and make any criticisms that 
we believe will result in improvements. 
Truly the church has an obligation to 
render a service in a field where more 
of its money will go in the next five 
years than anywhere else. If the ex- 
penditure of such large sums could be 
safeguarded, it would be easy to save 
many times the increased income objec- 
tive set by the church. 

Joun L. DEATON. 
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Chosen at Minneapolis 


"The Lutheran" Reports Names of Persons Elected to Membership on 


U. L. C. A. Boards and Agencies 


[The date of expiration indicates the length of the term of office. Editor] 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Term expiring 1948 
Clergymen: Oscar F. Blackwelder, 
Charles B. Foelsch, Rees Edgar Tulloss. 
_ Laymen: J. K. Jensen, W. H. Stackel, 
Charles M. A. Stine. 


COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: P. W. M. Frederick, Paul H. 
Roth. 
Layman: Hiram H. Keller. 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: Joseph B. Baker, J. E. Rudi- 
sill, Walter D. Spangler, John L. Yost. 
Laymen: Deems Haltiwanger, John C. 
Korn, M. P. Moller, Jr. 


BOARD OF AMERICAN MISSIONS 
AND 
WEST INDIES MISSION BOARD 
Term expiring 1950 

Clergymen: H. W. A. Hanson, R. H. 
“Ischinger, George W. Miley, A. A. Zinck. 

Laymen: J. L. Almond, William Jansen, 
Eugene H. Rights. 


BOARD OF SOCIAL MISSIONS 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: G. H. Bechtold, Wynne C. 
Boliek, Harold S. Miller, H. T. Weiskotten. 
Laymen: Carl M. Distler, William H. 
Hager, E. E. Keister. 


BOARD OF DEACONESS WORK 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: H. F. Baughman, Lewis P. 
Speaker. 
| Lay Members: Sister Anna Cressman, 
Miss Frances Dysinger, Mrs. A. R. Wentz. 


BOARD OF MINISTERIAL PENSIONS 
AND RELIEF 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: None. 
Laymen: Henry J. Herbst, Otto K. 
Jensen, Fred C. Mueller, Alvin R. Nissly, 
Ralph L. Smith. 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: J. L. Deaton, W. E. Hisen- 
berg, R. C. Sorrick, Paul C. White. 
Laymen: Millard E. Gladfelter, Alvin H. 
Schaediger, J. Conrad Seegers. 


PARISH AND CHURCH SCHOOL 
BOARD 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: Paul R. Clouser, Hugo L. 
Dressler, Edgar Z. Pence. 
Layman: W. E. Tilberg. 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: Lloyd M. Keller, C. C. Ras- 
mussen, Joseph Sittler, Sr., Theodore G. 
Tappert. 
Laymen: F. Wm. Cappelmann, D. P. 
Deatrick, Frank L. Egner. 


COMMITTEE ON CHURCH PAPERS 
Term expiring 1950 
Clergymen: T. Benton Peery, Theodore 
G. Tappert. 
Laymen: Carl Schulz. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
LAYMEN’S MOVEMENT 

Members elected by the U. L. C. A:: 
Henry Beisler, Peter P. Hagan, William 
H. Hager, Harry Hodges, E. G. Hoover, 
William H. Patrick, J. Myron Shimer, 
Belding B. Slifer, W. H. Stackel, S. Fred- 
erick Telleen. 


Joint Reformation Service 


A sont Reformation Day Service of the 
four Lutheran churches in Nashville, 
Tenn., was held October 31, at the First 
Lutheran Church, Nashville. The guest 
preacher was Dr. Grover E. Swoyer of 
Mansfield, Ohio, whose sermon subject 
was, “Give Christ the Credit.” The three 
Nashville pastors—I. W. Gernert, E, J. 
Detmer, and R. S. Kinsey—participated in 
the service; a joint choir of the four 
churches sang special music. 


19 


The Board of Foreign Missions 


[Publication Delayed] 


Our outstanding accomplishment during 
the past biennium is a mission school 
projected for each of the Church’s 3,000 
congregations. The plan will not be deemed 
complete until each congregation has had 
the stimulus of this training. 

The item of activity to which I attach the 
greatest importance is the release, at the 
close of the war, of the dammed up ener- 
gies of the missionaries, the staff, the 
Board—and I trust the entire Church—for 
the new era in world evangelization as 
proposed by the Committee on Survey and 
the Board of Foreign Missions. 

SAMUEL TREXLER, Pres. 


“Gop is taking the tangles of this 
present man-wrought havoc and con- 
fusion into His deft and omnipotent 
fingers,’ declared Secretary Moll, 
speaking of the prospects of Foreign 
Missions, “and is weaving them into a 
vivid pattern whereby the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the kingdoms 
of our God and of His Christ. He is 
lifting the gates of brass and making 
the bars of iron to yield that the King 
of Glory may pass and that the Cross 
may win the field. The Far East will 
offer a sheer unprecedented mission 
opportunity in the post-war world.” 
The Board of Foreign Missions is get- 
ting ready for that great day. 

1. Moneys have been, and are being, 
earmarked with which to re-occupy our 
fields in Japan and Occupied China and 
to restore the churches and institutions 
and enlarge the work. 

2. Japan and China missionaries are 
béing held in readiness to return at the 
earliest opportunity. 

3. New missionaries for China are 
being recruited and given specialized 
training in Chinese language, religions, 
philosophy, culture, etc., at an approved 
university. 

4. November 9 the Board will vote 
on a recommendation by a conference 
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of our repatriated Japan missionaries 
that new missionaries be now recruited 
for Japan and that they too be given 
specialized training. 

5. Great progress towards autonomy 
has been made in several of the younger 
churches. Autonomy, i.e., self-govern- 
ment, self-prop- 
agation and self- 
support, is the 
goal towards 
which the Board 
is steadily press- 
ing. It was an- 
nounced that for 
the first time an 
Indian, the Rey. 
E. Prakasam, had 
been chosen 
president of the 
Andhra Evan- 
gelical Lutheran 
Church. Bit by 
bit positions of responsibility, with their 
accompanying honors, are being trans- 
ferred from missionaries to nationals. 
Our work in British Guiana, which last 
year was organized into a practically 
autonomous church and is being pre- 
sided over by a Guianese, the Rev. Pat- 


Edwin Moll, D.D. 
Executive Secretary 


rick Magalee, was received as an asso- — 


ciate synod of the U. L. C. A. Mr. 
Hector Magalee, brother of the Rev. 
Patrick Magalee, was seated as one of 
the delegates of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church in British Guiana. He 
delivered a brief and impressive ad- 
dress. At present he is studying the- 


- ology in Northwestern Lutheran Semi- 


nary, Minneapolis. 

6. The Board has adopted a long- 
range plan for the development of the 
work in Liberia whereby it is hoped to 
keep a staff of thirty-five missionaries 
on the field at all times and to provide 
$152,075 for desperately needed build- 
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ngs for the departments of evangelism, 
sducation and medicine. 

7. To reduce the vernaculars of the 
cribes among whom we work in Liberia 
(0 writing, a linguist is being sought. 
‘For this cause the Board has appro- 
oriated $25,000. 

8. Argentina will, if possible, be fur- 
nished two new missionaries a year for 
five years. 

9. British Guiana’s great need for 
$120,400 for repairs and new buildings 
will be met as money becomes avail- 
able. 

10. The 1945 Epiphany Appeal will be 
made for funds for a Forward Move- 
ment in Missions—the first funds re- 
ceived from this appeal up to $50,000 to 
be allotted to the Liberia Mission. 

11. The Board is sponsoring Mission 
Study groups in congregations through- 
out the U. L. C. A. These groups are 
taught by repatriated and furloughed 
missionaries, pastors, mission leaders, 
etc. The manual, “Forth,” is used as a 
textbook. 

12. The Board is seeking ways and 
means to establish at an early date a 
Lutheran Training School for Mission- 
aries in the United States in co-opera- 
tion with other Lutheran Boards of 
Foreign Missions. This project was ap- 
proved this year by the Lutheran For- 
eign Missions Conference. 

13. Several effective pieces of pro- 
motional literature were on display and 
may be secured from the Board Office. 
One is, “A Wartime Statement to the 
Church at Home and Overseas by the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the U. L. 
C. A.”; the other is an attractive pic- 
torial brochure. 

14. The Board asks the continued 
prayers and gifts of the Church. 

Epwin Mott, Exec. Sec. 


MISSION WORK IN SOUTH 
AMERICA 


_ Tue readers of THe LUTHERAN are 
aware that obstacles have arisen “to 
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the prosecution of missioning in areas 
of the western hemisphere south of the 
Mexican border.” Some of them are of 
traditional standing, and focus on the 
assignment of jurisdiction. On the basis 
of the U. L. C. A. origin, the Board of 
Foreign Missions directed operations in 
British Guiana and in Argentina. The 
Board of American Missions inherited 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
The division has not been entirely sat- 
isfactory to any’ of the parties to the 
work. 

A further complication has arisen out 
of the entanglements since Pearl Har- 
bor. The Roman Hierarchy has ob- 
jected to Evangelical influences in Latin 
America and aroused sentiment in fa- 
vor of its opposition by alleging that the 
inhabitants of the area under discus- 
sion are already Christians and there- 
fore beyond the status of Foreign Mis- 
sion work. One is expected to conclude, 
therefore, that Protestants should keep 
out of South American states. So far 
sufficient influence has been exerted to 
persuade the American State Depart- 
ment to delay the issuance of passports, 
and South American embassies have 
refused visas. 

The convention approved the recom- 
mendation to give the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions jurisdiction, and thus 
showed regard for the sensitive feelings 
of the hierarchy in the United States 
first, and elsewhere second. 


Celebration Completed 


Tue two-year celebration of the centen- 
nial of the India mission fields of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, and 
of Dr. John C. F. Heyer, which began in 
1942 at Guntur, has now been completed 
through a series of special tours carrying 
the centenary message into all of the prin- 
cipal villages of the Madras Presidency. 
These tours were opened early this year 
in a grand celebration at Rajahmundry, 
which in spite of the abnormally high cost 
of living and restrictions upon travel was 
attended by more than 10,000 persons. 
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eros the Dosh 


Ture LUTHERAN returns in this issue 
to the forty-eight-page size, which is to 
be its size for the remainder of this 
year, with the possible exception of the 
thirty-two-page number under date of 
December 27. 

In this issue considerable space has 
been given to items of business at the 
Minneapolis convention, thereby bring- 
ing knowledge of its major transactions 
to the knowledge of Tue LuTHERAN’s 
readers. The claims for the attention of 
the members of our U. L. C. A. are 
serious, timely and challenging. Ade- 
quate response results in actions. 


THE CONVENTION'S SPIRIT 


WHOEVER seeks to identify and ap- 
praise the motivation of the delegates 
will find two. characteristics. One of 
these is confident concentration on pos- 
itive policies. A reasonable degree of 
attention was given to the foes of Chris- 
tian faith; that is, to the world’s ma- 
terialism, erring theories of social or- 
ganization and cowardly compromises 
with evil forces. But no one doubts the 
power of our religion to sustain the fol- 
lowers of Christ in their fellowship with 
Him and with each other. As in the 
past, so in the future, “The Kingdom 
ours remaineth.” Also obvious was the 
determination to attack the enemies of 
the Gospel and of our Lord. Their dis- 
covery and identification does not yield 
a signal to retreat. Instead, the Church 


summons every one of its members to 


its fields of service: More and better 
missions, more education more thor- 
oughly impregnated with the Gospel, 
better organized—and thereby better 
articulated—activities of mercy. The 
daily attitude of the delegates toward 
prompt and positive acceptances of the 
obligations brought to their considera- 
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tion was in itself a proof of the divine 
presence among them. 

There was a minimum of viewing 
with alarm and a maximum of faith in 
the power of the Church in possession 
of divine grace. There was a minimum 
of pleas for unions and a maximum 
recognition of the competence of the 
U. L. C. A. to bear its own burdens. 
The time for talk has passed. The se- 
lection of plans has been made. The 
call to action was sounded. The oppor- 
tunities to serve receive priority. 


PROPOSED FOR ADOPTION 


Lutheranism as an ideology is the 
recognition of the capacity of the com- 
mon people for freedom of worship, and 
thence for civil autonomy. Such an 
ideology is latent in all men. It is re- 
alized when instruction; experience and 
responsibility are developed in the 
family, in the church, in the schools, 
in government, and in the daily life of 
the individual. 

We suggest the above declaration 
for examination by readers of THE 


LurHeRAN. The somewhat new term — 
ideology is employed because it has 


become familiar in connection with cur- 
rent “isms” which have gained tem- 
porary control of nations. Our economic 


and educational philosophies are also 


occasionally referred to as ideologies. 
The word has a useful place among 
modern terms. It serves as an empha- 
sis on the importance of the basic prin- 


ciples in a system of thinking which, if — 


adopted, give character to social insti- 
tuitions and develop a Way of Life. 
Lutheranism as an ideology begins 
with the true location of authority. Au- 
thority belongs primarily to individuals. 
It can be regularly and properly as- 
signed to representatives, subject to 
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withdrawal if its donors, the believers 
in Christ, or the people of a state, so 
desire. Or it may be captured by 
violence, as when a small coterie in 
possession of weapons of war or facil- 
ities for the production of vital neces- 
sities take advantage of “the people” 
and deprive them of the exercise of 
their inherent rights. Or it may be 
procured by misrepresentation and false 
promises, as where princes, priests and 
preachers keep the masses in ignorance 
of their rights and assert qualifications 
for government or worship with the 
approval of superstition. 

This ideology, which is the basis of 
Lutheranism, is the development of 
God’s revelation of Himself and His 
will to the people. It is preserved to 
this modern world in Holy Scripture. 
Its direct witnesses are the members of 
the holy Christian and Apostolic 
church, whose capacity to testify to the 
truth is measured by their knowledge 
and acceptance of the Word of God. It 
is the privilege and the solemn duty of 
all Lutherans in their churches and in 
their individual capacities to Be Chris- 
_ tian, to study the Bible, to do good, and 
to win others. The time is now. 


THE THRILL OF ELOQUENCE 


In a comment upon the proceedings 
of the recent convention of the U. L. 
C. A., we mentioned the eloquent ad- 
dresses of Dr. Paul H. Krauss of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and of Mr. William Stackel 
of Rochester, N. Y. They were present- 
ing a proposal that does not commonly 
stir listeners: it was the budget. Also, 
although it did not occur to most of us 
until their voices had ceased to be 
heard, they were speaking in justifica- 
tion of a very considerable increase 
next year in the obligations of the 
members of U. L. C. A. congregations. 
Budgets rarely escape questions and 
answers, but inspiring enthusiasm is 
not often an accompaniment to their 
acceptance. 
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The attention that each commanded 
while on the platform was such as re- 
duces a company of listeners to silence. 
Nobody was heard even to cough dur- 
ing the half hour or more occupied by 
their pleas, and superimposed upon the 
rapt expression which took possession 
of the countenances of the delegates 
there was the stirring within, the mys- 
tical thrill of eloquence which is only 
rarely felt in our conventions. 

And what is this eloquence? It is 
human speech surcharged with a qual- 
lity that makes it appeal to a partner- 
ship of reason and emotion. One may 
say he was “carried away” by the or- 
ator, meaning that he has been lifted 
into heights of perception not usually 
attainable but fascinating when he - 
reaches them. He feels himself to have 
gained company with another’s project, 
and he is happy in that conviction, for 
true eloquence springs from great oc- 
casions, 

And what has the speaker by which 
to go so far in persuasion? First, un- 
doubtedly, is earnestness. He is in a 
state of mind in which all his faculties 
have been concentrated upon the ob- 
jective for which he pleads. His voice, 
his face, his arms and hands, the pos- 
ture of his body, are all made subject to 
his will. His ideas are given carriage 
to cross the space that separates him 
from his audience. 

Is he sincere? That depends. In the 
instance to which we have referred the 
speakers’ complete conviction of the 
necessity of their plea and its ability to 
succeed in.a great project was beyond 
question. These men were themselves 
assured that they spoke with the ap- 
proval of God. They even convinced 
their hearers that it was God’s will 
which they were privileged to put into 


‘the medium of human speech and so 


impart it to His church. Thus eloquence 
came unsummoned to them as it can 
come to any earnest believer who ac- 
cepts the commission to plead with his 
fellow men, to do God’s will on earth. 
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On Behalf of His Synod 


Maryland Synod's President, 
DR. LLOYD M. KELLER, Writes of 
Dr. C. P. Wiles 


Dr. Charles P. Wiles was in a very real 
sense a son of the Maryland Synod. On 
the territory of this synod he was born and 
trained a Lutheran, and, for three-fourths 
of his active ministry, he was an esteemed 
clerical member of the synod. 

It was in the famous Glade Valley of 
Frederick County that Charles Peter Wiles 
first saw the light of day. The village of 
Lewistown, nine miles north of Frederick, 
was his paternal home and his birthplace. 
There he was baptized by the Rev. John 
Unruh. His parents belonged to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church at Utica, which was part 
of the Muhlenberg-founded Creagerstown 
Parish. In this church, under the ministry 
of the Rev. Jacob Summers and the Rev. 
S. A. Hedges and the Rev. John Milton 
Snyder, young Wiles regularly went to 
Sunday school and preaching services, 
grew in grace, and was catechized in the 
Lutheran faith. Pastor Snyder confirmed 
him in church membership. 

The sturdy Lutheran convictions of his 
parents, the faithfulness of obscure Sun- 
day school teachers, and the earnest, con- 
sistent preaching and teaching of those 
rural ministers of the Gospel—these, more 
than anything else, combined with young 
Wiles’ warm heart and earnest spirit to 
bring forth such a lifetime of abundant 
service in the Kingdom of God. 

After his training at Normal School and 
Gettysburg Seminary, and a period of min- 
istry in York County and one in Pitts- 
burgh, Dr. Wiles returned: to the synod of 
his childhood and youth to become the 
distinguished pastor of Keller Memorial 


Lutheran Church in Washington. Here he. 


labored for five years; 1908-1913, and his 
ministry was marked not only by exten- 
sive improvement of the properties but 
even more by an intensification of interest 
in missionary work and Bible study. A 


men’s Bible class was organized with more 
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than eighty members, a women’s Bible 
class with about forty, a Brotherhood with 
more than one hundred. The Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society took great strides forward, 
graded lessons were introduced into the 
Sunday school, and the church member- 
ship was more than doubled by the addi- 
tion of 360 members. 

During his long period of service as 
editor since 1913 Dr. Wiles continued his 
membership in the Maryland Synod. He 
was always a welcome figure at the syn- 
odical conventions, one of the most highly 
esteemed members on the clerical roll. He 
frequently contributed to the inspiration 
of the conventions and conferences by his 
unique insights into the divine Word. The 
venerable Maryland Synod will always 
delight to honor the memory of her dis- 
tinguished son, whose life was so full of 
good works for the Lord. 


In Service of Education 
(Continued from page 2) 


cation church schools, and Young People’s 
work. : 

While at Incarnation his special. talents 
were focused in his office as synodical sec- 
retary of the Committee on Men for the 
Ministry. This brought him into close con- 
tact with ministerial students at Muhlen- 
berg College and the Philadelphia Semi- 
nary. 

In 1932 the Ministerium’s three Commit- 
tees on Christian Education, Youth Activ- 
ities, and Men for the Ministry were 
merged to form the Board of Christian 


Education. Dr. Paul J. Hoh was its first 


president. Except for this first term and 
one other term during which Pastor Rahn 
was ineligible for re-election, he served as 
president of the Board. Recently a new 
‘board president, the Rev. M. LeRoy 
Wuchter of Wyomissing, Pa., was elected. 


‘Pastor Rahn has also served for many 


years as chairman of the Philadelphia 
Conference’s Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation.. In recent years two of the Board’s 
emphases have been Parish Education and 
Leadership Training. The first emphasis 
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has appreciably stimulated the growth of 
weekday and vacation church schools in 
the synod. The second emphasis has re- 
sulted in the establishment of thirty-five 
training schools. 

It is the basic policy of the Ministerium’s 
Board of Christian Education to do its 
work primarily by way of personal con- 
tacts with individual pastors, Sunday 
school associations, and congregations. 


Col. Charles D. Trexler 


TaLL, distinguished-looking Col. Charles 
D. Trexler has arrived on the Post at Fort 
Bragg, N. C., from Lawson General Hos- 
pital, Atlanta, Ga., to assume duties as 
Chief of Chaplains at Fort Bragg. 

A veteran of World War I, Colonel 
Trexler served with the 320th Field Ar- 
tillery and the 82d Division. After the 
armistice, he served with the Corps of 
Chaplains of the 7th and 8th Army Corps 
in the Army of Occupation. Upon the dis- 
‘banding of the occupation army, Colonel 
Trexler returned to his former position at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and remained there until 1929. 
From then until 1941 he was pastor of St. 
_James Church, New York City. 
| Colonel Trexler has maintained an out- 
standing record of service. For twenty- 
|two years he was chaplain of the 101st 
| Cavalry, composed of Squadrons A and C 
in Manhattan. He was federalized with the 
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regiment early in 1941 and remained with 
them at Fort Devens until February 1942. 
He then became post chaplain of the Army 
Medical Center (Walter Reed Hospital) 
and remained there for two years. 

Besides activity in military affairs, Col- 
onel Trexler was a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. He also served three 
years with the Greater New York Federa- 
tion of Churches. 


Fifty Years in the Ministry 


Tue fiftieth anniversary of the ordina- 
tion of R. B. Wolf, D.D., was celebrated by 
First Lutheran Church, Colorado Springs, 
Colo., on the evening of October 26. The 
Rev. William A. Hoyer, one of the young 
men of the church who was ordained re- 
cently, conducted the service, and the Rev. 
Albert H. Buhl, president of the Rocky 
Mountain Synod, preached the sermon. 
A reception followed. 

Pastorates served by Dr. Wolf include 
the Lutheran Church at Eureka, Kan.; 
Trinity Church, Kansas City; and First 
Church, Colorado Springs, since 1910. He 
has also served as president of the Kansas 
Synod; and three terms as president of the 
Rocky Mountain Synod. He received the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity 
from Midland College in 1929 and from his 
alma mater, Gettysburg College, in 1941. 

In the Rocky Mountain Synod his lead- 
ership and counsel has been invaluable. 
He is its oldest member in years of serv- 
ice. Not the least of his contributions were 
his months of research and labor in pro- 
ducing “The History of the Rocky Moun- 
tain Synod.” 

In the community of Colorado Springs 
Dr. Wolf took upon himself the visitation 
of members of the Lutheran Church who 
came to that vicinity to enjoy the benefits 
of its climate, especially for those who 
were in search of recovery from pul- 
monary disease. There have been times 
when the number of names on his visiting 
list of sick people was far greater than 
would be the case in an average congre- 
gation. His pastoral labors in this field 
were highly appreciated; and where they 
were known they were recognized as en- 
titling him to the gratitude of all the Lu- 
theran churches. 
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SCHOOL LESSON 
hy Nathan FR. Melhorn 


FLARE CHURCH 


CHURCH AND STATE 


Relationships of Two Agencies of Authority 
Scripture for Nov. 19: Micah 4:1-5; Mark 12:13-17; Romans 13:8-10; | Peter 2:13-17 
Every Lutheran should be familiar with the selections of Scripture above cited: they 


are the most explicit portions of our Bible which are applicable to government. Each 
of the four has a focal reference, from which a definite proposition can be drawn. Micah 


declared his prophetic confidence in an eventual centralization of civil authority on 


Mt. Zion (perhaps spiritually interpreted). 
The excerpt from St. Mark’s gospel con- 
tains the familiar exhortation to render to 
Caesar and to God what belongs to each. 
Recognition of temporal and eternal au- 
thority, distinction and comparison are all 
in these words of our Lord. Romans 13 
begins with Paul’s exhortation to the be- 
lievers in Christ, “Let every soul be sub- 
ject unto the higher powers,’ but the 
verses cited (8-10) prescribe the ethical 
platform on which Christians should 
stand. The quotation from St. Peter’s first 
Epistle is an unequivocal command to all 
believers to recognize the ordinances of 
government and submit to them. 


The Maximum of Agreement 

The institutions that are recognized as 
the agencies of government are the Church 
and State. The former is often called the 
spiritual and the latter the temporal 
power. For the Church, the sphere of au- 
thority is the stewardship of the Word and 
Sacraments of our Lord: that is, obedience 
to our Lord’s command to proclaim the 
plan of redemption from sin to every na- 
tion. The spiritual gifts with which man’s 
Creator endowed him, together with the 
gifts of grace which our Lord promised 


and which the Holy Spirit provides, are 


basic to our conception of the Church. 

The State, on the other hand, refers to 
certain latent relationships among people 
which associations in life upon the earth 
convert into government. For the exercise 
of government, all men are creatively en- 
dowed; but many circumstances modify 
the forms by which “the powers that be” 
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exercise dominion. The seat of sovereignty, 
the manner of its expression and trans- 
mission from one generation to another, 
and especially the means for exercising — 
authority differ in time and place. On the ~ 
western hemisphere, the opportunity was 
given to make Democracy the form of gov- 
ernment. The principle was declared, and 
has since been defended, that men are 
born free and equal and endowed by their — 
Creator with inalienable rights. 

A second distinction of the American 
system of government is the attitude of — 
Church and State to each other. They are 
conceived of as being sister institutions, 
able to co-operate in behalf of each other, 
but each has its own jurisdiction. This 
system of government was unknown prior 


to the occupation of North America and _ 


the establishment of both religious and 
civil institutions which co-operate without — 


a sacrifice of the separateness and in- 4 


dependence of each. : 

It is a conviction of the churches in Ee 
North America that Democracy is the © 
highest type of government. It is believed 
that centuries of time have been required 
to give government of the people a chance 
to become’ organic and to function benef- 
icently. Now millions of citizens pray for 
divine blessing upon it. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
November 13-19 


God and Caesar. Mark 12: 13-17. 

Love and Law. Romans 13: 8-10. 
Christians and Civil Law. I Peter 2: 13-17. 
. Dealing with Offenders. Matthew 18: 15- 17.0 } 
Restoring an Erring One. Galatians 6:1, 2. 
. Unbiased Leadership. I Timothy 5: 17222, : 
Brotherly Love. I ohn 3: -10-16. 
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LETTERS 


Sunday and Sabbath 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

Just a few lines with reference to the 
article in the October 18 issue of THe Lu- 
THERAN, by G. H. Bechtold, entitled, “The 
Christian’s Holy Day.” 

Are we not running into some anti-Lu- 
theran doctrine in this? Granted there may 
be some justice in what is written there; 
but there seems to be a “Reformed” 
flavoring somewhere. May I quote Luther: 
“Nay, you say, Sunday must be held in 
honor because of Christ's Resurrection, 
and it is called ‘dies dominica’ on that ac- 
count . . . dies dominica does not mean 
Sunday, but the Lord’s Day. . . . Moreover 
we hold all days as Easter days, with our 
preaching and our faith in Christ.” (“On 
the Councils and the Churches”—Works 
of Luther, Vol. V, Holman Edition, pp. 
184-5.) 

My thesis here is not that it is wrong to 
observe Sunday, but I do believe that it 
definitely is an error to put the same 
- “Sabbatarian” emphasis upon the day that 
the Hebrews placed upon Saturday. When 
we speak condemnatory words against 
“Sabbath breaking,’ I think it would be 
well to bear in mind what St. Paul has to 
say in the matter: “Let no man therefore 
judge you in meat, or in drink, or in re- 
spect of an holy day, or of the new moon, 
or of the sabbath days” (Col. 2: 16). Fur- 
ther, Luther says, “This commandment 
(third) therefore, according to its gross 
sense, does not concern us Christians; for 
it is altogether an external matter, like the 
other ordinances of the Old Testament.” 
(Large Catechism, Concordia Triglotta, p. 
604). 

Rather, to us Lutherans, all days should 
be holy, all days should be dedicated to 
the Lord’s Service. Calling Sunday “The 
Christian’s Holy Day” is wrong. Every day 
is a holy day. 

We could go on at great length quoting 
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the Large Catechism; and perhaps a 
greater familiarity with this great work 
would do us all good. 

As we think of “Sabbath peace and 
quiet,” “Sunday, the American Sabbath,” 
and other slogans, let us take another look 
at the Augsburg Confession. “It is proper 
that the churches should keep such or- 
dinances for the sake of love and tran- 
quility, so far that one do not offend an- 
other, that all things be done in the 
churches in order and without confusion; 
but that consciences be not burdened to 
think that they are necessary for salva- 
tion, or to judge that they sin when they 
break them without offence to others... . 
Of this kind is the observance of the Lord’s 
Day, Easter, Pentecost and like holy days 
(Good Friday) and rites. For those who 
judge that by the authority of the church 
the observance of the Lord’s Day, instead 
of the Sabbath Day, was ordained as a 
thing necessary, do greatly err. Scripture 
has abrogated the Sabbath Day. ... And 
yet, because it was necessary to appoint 
a certain day, that the people might know 
when they ought to come together, it ap- 
pears that the church designated the 
Lord’s Day for this purpose; and this day 
seems to have been chosen all the more 
for this additional reason, that men might 
have an example of Christian liberty and 
might know that the keeping of the Sab- 
bath nor any other day is necessary.” 
(Augsburg Conf., Art. 28, Triglotta, pp. 
91-94.) 

I do not question the sincerity of any 
person advocating an observance of a day 
of rest. It is necessary that the Christian 
folk meet together to hear the Word; but 
“Sabbatarianism” can never be reconciled 
to Lutheranism. It is strictly Reformed in 
terminology. It is always evident in a 
legalistic interpretation of the Third Com- 
mandment; in the so-called “Blue Laws” 
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Come and Worship ALONE—Matthew 6: 6 


“O Thou by Whom we come to God, 
The life, the truth, the way; 
The path of prayer Thyself hath trod, 
Lord, teach us how to pray.” 


THERE is no prayer test as searching as 
that of our topic: to pray alone. This will 
tell whether prayer is vital, whether it is 
to a realized Presence. So much of public 
prayer has others in mind. There is joy 
and strength in the fellowship of prayer. 
To lead the family, or a Luther League, 
or a congregation, in prayer compels an 
intelligent appreciation of their needs, their 
mood and their minds. We cannot fully 
concentrate on the one Who hears our 
prayer, though we must realize His Pres- 
ence. The temptation to hypocrisy is tre- 
mendous, and all of us yield in some 
degree. 

Leading up to the verse in which Jesus 
sends us to our closets, He warns against 
Pharisaic goodness. He gives three ex- 
amples: giving, praying and fasting. The 
principle is the same. Good deeds become 
bad when they are done in order to se- 
cure popular approval. On another occa- 
sion He noted the two mites given by the 
widow and the large coins rattling into the 
contribution box from the rich. The third 
example of hypocritical fasting follows our 
lesson on prayer. They receive their re- 
ward, that is, they fast in order to be seen 
of men; and men see them and are likely 
to say, “What a religious man!” That was 
what they wanted and that was what they 
got. God didn’t enter into the picture. 

Prayer may easily degenerate in the 
same way. There were Pharisees who de- 
liberately planned to be in some public 
place at the stated hours of prayer. Per- 
haps it would be on a busy street corner, 
and piously they lifted their faces toward 
the Temple and everybody who passed 
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that way would see them. No doubt moth- 
ers would point them out to their little 
sons and say, “See Rabbi Jacob, my son. 
What a good man he is. When you grow 
up I hope you will be like him.” They 
were praying to the public, not to God. 
He was only a necessary character in their 
plot, the important thing was to be seen 
of men. They got their reward, that for 
which they were praying. But they did not 
get the ear of God, nor His approval. 


Alone in Prayer 

Prayer, alone, demands the recognition 
of God’s presence. It must be absolutely 
sincere. It is a personal conference with 
God in which there can be no reserva- 
tions. Some years ago in the beautiful and 
historic city of Charleston, S. C., we were 
shown through one of the old mansions 
in which lived two maiden ladies, the last 
of their family. They took us to their 
mother’s bedroom and showed us a real 
prayer closet, with a shelf for devotional 
books and a kneeling bench before it. 
They told us how quiet and self-possessed 
their mother was after her hours of prayer 
alone. 
have not known prayer. Too bad there 
are not more prayer closets in our homes. 

Elijah was not ready to face the wicked 
King Ahab with God’s message of con- 
demnation until he had hidden himself 
for a season. Samuel likewise prepared 
for his sad message to the sinning Saul 
by a night of prayer. Daniel kept the 
three hours of prayer daily and there 
found strength to defy the king and to 
face the lions. Peter alone on the house- 
top of Simon, the tanner, in Joppa made 
the great and tremendously important 
discovery that the Gentiles were within 
the circle of God’s love. 
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Roman officer, alone with God in his 
house, was prepared to bring his whole 
household to Christ. And Jesus Himself 
made brief public prayers, but spent nights 
in prayer with His Father before His most 
important days. 

These examples are proof enough of our 
need of private, personal prayer. 


Person to Person 
The God to whom we pray is not a pub- 
lic character. He is “thy Father, who is in 


secret.” The closed door is a symbol of ° 


the intensely personal nature of prayer. 
It is a person to person experience. The 
closed door not only shuts out the con- 
fusing interests of the world, but it shuts 
in God with the pray-er. I saw a soldier 
telephoning in a booth recently. I was 
interested because I was waiting for my 
turn to use the booth. In spite of the shut 
door, the noises of the crowded station 
evidently were not fully shut out and he 
held his hand over one ear and pressed 
the receiver to his other ear. He could 
feel the intimate connection with the one 
he loved. Everything that would prevent 
the interchange of thought was sealed 
_away from him. It would seem almost as 
though he was talking face to face. Prayer 
is only effective when we can get this in- 
timate, person to person conversation. The 
pastor standing before the altar often ex- 
periences this same feeling in spite of his 
congregation. Even on a crowded street 
or within a busy office, this same contact 
with God may be realized, though it is 
easiest done when alone. 


In Jesus’ Spirit 

Jesus taught us to pray. The first three 
petitions of that prayer lead us to ac- 
knowledge God’s Name, His Kingdom and 
His Will. It is only after this consecration 
of self that we dare come to Him with our 
personal needs. Then we will never com- 
plain of unanswered prayer, We go to 
Him alone, that He may be first in our 
hearts. If He is, we will trust Him for the 
answer to our prayers. We must learn to 
pray, not as slaves, but as beloved chil- 


November 8, 1944 


dren to’a trusted father, “Not my will, but 
Thine.” That is the spirit of Jesus. That 
is praying in His Name. 
* * * * 
To Leavers: Topic date, November 19. 
Next topic, “Now Thank We All Our God.” 


Sunday and Sabbath 


(Continued from page 27) 


of certain of our states; in the erroneous 
and widespread use of the substitution of 
the word Sabbath for Sunday, Sabbath 
school for Sunday school, ete. (“Christian 
Ethics,” Reu-Buehring, Lutheran Book 
Concern, pp. 317-321.) 

I think we Lutherans should discourage 
any legalistic endeavors along this line, 
bearing in mind that nowhere in the New 
Testament do we find a “law” given us 
with reference to the observance of a cer- 
tain day of the week. The Old Testament 
Sabbath was not shifted to the first day 
of the week. That is the anti-scriptural 
idea of the Westminster Confession, not 
the Augsburg. When our Lord, in John 
4; 21-24, tells the woman of Samaria that 
New Testament worship is not to he 
confined to a certain place, we can be 
sure that it is not to be confined to any 
certain time or day either. (Op. cit., p. 
318-319.) 

Today, with people working for their 
country’s welfare, many long hours a day, 
Sundays included, we ought to be very 
careful of our judgments. Likewise, if peo- 
ple are forced to labor uncertain hours 
during the week, it may even be incum- 
bent upon shop-keepers, in fulfillment of 
their Christian ideals of service, to keep 
their stores and business places open on 
Sundays. Let us keep before us the fact 
that we as Lutherans are no longer bound 
under the yoke of slavery to the law; that 
Wednesday is equally as worthy a day as 
Sunday—and maybe the Lord’s Day as 
well. In a world like ours, the exercise of 
Christian charity cannot be overempha- 
sized, especially in our evaluation of the 
motives of other people. 

Wo. H. ScHNEIDER. 
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Diagnosis of Our Day 


The Predicament of Modern Man. By D. Elton Trueblood. Harpers. 105 pages. $1. 

Tuts short but excellent study aspires to be both a diagnosis of and a prescription 
for the ills of the modern world. The illness—which has often been diagnosed similarly, 
but not so succinctly—is that “man has been more successful in making engines than in 
achieving the will and wisdom to use his engines for human purposes.” 


The crucial problem is spiritual, i.e., it 
can be solved only by “philosophy and 
theology,” not by “mechanical contriv- 
ance.” 

What is the prescription? Not power- 
culture, which has already made matters 
worse; not ethics divorced from religion, 
which is nothing but a “cut-flower civ- 
ilization”; nor even individual religion— 
for people actually do not live individually. 
The only cure is “a redemptive society” 
which enlists not merely “supporters” (as 
do so many churches) but “members” 
willing to give all for the new order. 

The careful critic finds several items to 
criticize, but, speaking generally, the book 
is worth twice its price to pastors and in- 
telligent laymen, and the world will be 
better for its having been widely and 
wisely read. Cuartes W. KEcLey. 


Confusing Confession 


Down Peacock's Feathers. By D. R. Davies. 
Macmillan. 188 pages. $1.75. 

Reap the title in the imperative, “Down, 
peacock’s feathers!” The author of On to 
Orthodoxy and The Two Humanities writes 
a commentary on the text of the Confes- 
sion of Sins in the Anglican liturgy, which 
he calls a scripture composed “under the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost” and offers 
as the right theology, and especially the 
right sociology, for our time. 

The many good things in it are unfor- 
tunately confused by an argument too in- 
volved in sociology and politics to be good 
theology and too full of oversimplification 
to be good sociology. For example, he tries 
to prove the universality of sin, not by a 
revealed Law and Gospel, but by a false 
theory that men are incapable of even 
moral or social good, and by a fictitious 
“universal and inescapable sense of guilt” 
—a reversion to the defunct psychology of 
innate knowledge. 
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He calls for repentance without any as- 
surance that the Kingdom is nigh. He says 
the sole purpose of history is to lead men 
to repent, that every new attempt at good 
(socialism) must fail as completely as the 
last (capitalism); yet he still speaks of 
“progress.” He insists on the faultiness 
and failure of every human group, includ- 
ing the Church; yet hints of no doubt that 
the visible church is the true Church. 

One clause of the Confession, “Grant, O 
most merciful Father, for His sake,” is 
omitted for. obvious reasons. The restoral 
here pictured is not by grace through a 
living Christ. It is by mystical identifica- 
tion with God, accomplished by repentance, 
that is, “abandonment of egotism.” 

The chief cause of confusion is revealed 
when he says: “The comprehension of 
Christianity demands the dialectical mind,” 
while Jesus says it requires the soul of a 
child. H. Grapy Davis. 


Prayer 


The Prayers of the Bible. Compiled by 
Elinore Mapes Pierce. Judson. 183 pages. 

Eacu prayer found in the Bible, as well 
as most of the passages which say some- 


thing about prayer, have been gathered in ~ 


this book according to the order in which 
they appear in Scripture. The collection 
should be quite valuable for special study. 


Altar Under the Sky. By Dorothy Wells 
Peace. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 159 pages. 

Datty devotions, consisting of Scripture, 
prayers, and poems have been constructed 
in this book for use out-of-doors. They 
would have unique value for people on 
vacation, or for outdoor services. There 
are five series, each arranged for use dur- 
ing two weeks. One series is entitled, “The 
Mountains”; another, “The Sea.” Others 
are “Trees and Flowers,” “The Heavens 
and Birds,” “The Earth and Its Fulness.” 


The Lutheran 


Slam 


: 
| 
4 
| 
| 


Me sii hirsher Vas 


The Church in Nebraska Looks for Increased Benevolence 


As one drives along the highways of 
Nebraska these fall days, the bumper corn 
crop is in evidence on every hand. The 
University Department of Agriculture pre- 
dicts the largest corn crop in the history 
of the department. Few people know that 
the corn crop in the United States exceeds 
in value the combined crops of all wheat, 
cotton and barley. 

That perhaps accounts for the increase 
in Nebraska Synod’s benevolence contri- 
butions. May this year also be a record in 
giving as well as getting. 


Pastoral Changes 

The Rev. John Shiery has accepted a call 
to the United Lutheran Church of Colum- 
bus. Pastor Shiery was graduated from 
Western Seminary last spring. 


The Rev. T. J. C. Schuldt, Nebraska City, 
resigned to accept a call to St. Paul’s 
Church of Wayne, effective November 1. 


' The Rev. M. B. Simon has resigned at 
Spencer and accepted a call to the Lu- 
theran Church, Persia, Iowa. 


The Rev. Carl Olsen has accepted a call 
to Trinity Church, Stamford, coming to the 
synod from Manitoba, Canada. 


State Luther League Officers 

Elected at the state camp convention 
were: President, Paul Kuenning; vice- 
presidents, Ernest Bihler, Jr., Carol Mun- 
son, and Bernard Peterson; secretaries, Jay 
Pilch and Marjorie Dye; treasurer, Peggy 
Carr. 


The Western Conference met in North 
Platte, October 23 and 24, together with 
the Missionary Society. The North Platte 
Conference met in Fremont October 25, 
and the South Platte in Benedict, October 
26. The program in each conference con- 
sisted of reports from the Minneapolis 
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convention and preparations for the Mid- 
land College financial campaign of synod. 


Anniversary at Leigh 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
church at Leigh, the Rev. Harry Mumm 
pastor, was observed with special services 
by Pastor William Eller of Sioux City, 
Iowa, a son of the congregation and the 
Rev. G. Gieschen of Omaha, a former pas- 
tor. A happy portion of the anniversary 
was the burning of the mortgage of $1,600. 
This congregation is also very successful 
in gaining subscriptions to THE LUTHERAN; 


' the pastor is synodical secretary for the 


promotion of the official journal. 


With eight vacant parishes, the work of 
supply pastors becomes heavy. Most of the 
supply work is being done by students of 
Western Seminary, who are conducting 
services in the churches each Sunday. 
Those congregations fortunate enough to 
have a pastor, report many vacation Bible 
schools held during the summer; catecheti- 
cal classes; and many extensive improve- 
ments in properties. Tabitha Home is re- 
ceiving canned goods in special harvest 
home festivals in various congregations. 


The City of Fremont, through the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, held a special public 
dinner October 10 for the Board of Trus- 
tees of Midland College, at which time a 
check for $5,000 was presented as the re- 
sponse of “Midland Emphasis Week” held 
some weeks before, This is the fifth con- 
secutive year for this special gift from the 
City of Fremont in support of the college. 
Midland’s enrollment this year is some- 
what larger than last year. 


The Walter Traub Chapter of the “Order 
of St. John,” Kountze Memorial Lutheran 
Church, made up of twenty-two young 
men ages 15-19 years, have a record of 
forty consecutive Sundays’ attendance. 


31 


P Veneiee Vis 


Consecration of Deaconesses and Activities in Parishes 


Srx probationers who have been training 
and studying for the past several years at 
the Philadelphia Motherhouse of Dea- 
conesses officially became members of the 
diaconate at a Service of Consecration on 
October 29 in the Chapel of the Mother- 
house. Those who were consecrated are 
the following: Sisters Florence Guinther, 
Emma Holm, Lois Ludwig, Grace A. Jones, 
Anna Brandt, and Alma Hartwig. 

The Rev. Dr. E. F. Bachmann, rector of 
the Motherhouse, preached the sermon, 
and President E. E. Fischer, D.D., spoke 
words of commendation and greeting in 
behalf of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 
Representing the Deaconess Board, Pastor 
William Cooper of Grace Church, Rox- 
borough, assisted in the service. 

Also at this service deserved recognition 
was given eight other deaconesses whose 
combined labors of mercy have added up 
to 270 years! Sister Rosa Dietrich came to 
this country from Germany in 1888; her 
golden anniversary was celebrated; Sisters 
Lena Kaeppel, Elizabeth Heun, and 
Johanna Hertel have been in the diaconate 
for forty years each; and Sisters Edith 
Bube, Freda Wente, Marie Berntsen, and 
Marie Preuss celebrated their silver anni- 
versaries in this work of mercy. The Lu- 
theran Church is blessed in its diaconate! 
Our entire church offers warm praise anf 
hearty congratulations to these Sisters. 


In the Parishes 

Ascension Church has a new pastor. Oc- 
tober 1 the Rev. Gustav K. Huf conducted 
his first service. Pastor Huf comes to 
Ascension from St. John’s Church, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. He was president of the Cen- 
tral Conference of the United Synod of 
New York, a member of the Executive 
Committee of that synod, and a delegate 
to the Minneapolis convention. Pastor Huf 
was born in Philadelphia. He was grad- 
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uated from Wagner College and the Phila- 
delphia Seminary. Mrs. Huf is the former 
Miss Julia Kirsch. The Hufs have three 
children: a son in the Air Corps, another 
son at Wagner, and a daughter at Girls’ 
High in this city. 

The Rev. Frederick H. Mau was installed 
as pastor of Friedens Church October 15. 
He comes to Friedens from a pastorate at 
Emmanuel Church (A. L. C.), Shippens- 
ville, Pa. Two years of his undergraduate 
study he spent at Pacific Lutheran College 
in Tacoma, and'two years at Capitol Uni- 
versity, Columbus, Ohio. He went to the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Colum- 
bus, Ohio. Pastor and Mrs. Mau have three 
small children. 


October 8 Advocate Church celebrated 
the tenth anniversary of her pastor, the 
Rev. Malcolm S. Eichner, and the fifteenth 
year of his ordination, at two special serv- 
ices. At the morning service the Rev. Dr. 
E. E. Fischer preached. Three ministers 
and a layman took part in the evening 
service and the reception which followed 
it: the pastor’s two minister brothers, | 
Clifford of Elmira and Floyd of this city, 
Dr. W. Karl Hemsath of St. Michael’s, and 
Mr. P. P. Hagan. Advocate is planning to 
complete building the second unit of the 
church in the near future at an estimated 
cost of $70,000. 


Trinity Church is not persnickety! Dur- 
ing October she united with the churches 
of Germantown in using the same sermon 
subjects: “Worldwide Communion,” “How 
to Conquer Fear,” “How to Overcome 
Loneliness,” “How to Make Decisions,” and 
“How to Achieve Security.” 


Historic St. Michael’s, Germantown— 
the church which was founded 220 years 
ago, and which proudly claims the oldest 
Sunday school in the Lutheran Church in 
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the city and the first missionary society 
in Philadelphia—is still going strong! In 
October a five-year rebuilding campaign 
was launched, the aim of which is a new 
parish house. The Rev. Dr. W. Karl 
Hemsath is the pastor. 


Retires from Active Duty 

After thirty-four years of blessed serv- 
ice as parish worker at Old Zion Church 
on Franklin Square, Sister Augusta Hirsch 
has retired from active duty. Her request, 
coupled with the same suggestion by Dr. 
E. F. Bachmann of the Philadelphia Moth- 
erhouse, was granted by the church coun- 
cil with regret. Recognition was given 
Sister Augusta at a Fellowship Banquet 
held on the evening of October 19.. She 
was presented with a purse and a testi- 
monial scroll, beautifully hand-lettered in 
blue and gold. Dr. Floyd L. Eichner of 
Advent was the speaker. 


The Students’ Church 

What the Church of the Advent means 
~ to Lutheran students and nurses in New 
York City, the Church of the Holy Com- 
munion means to young Lutheran busi- 
ness men and women, students, nurses, and 
military trainees in Philadelphia. These 
churches serve as ties that bind the hearts 
of our young people to their Lutheran 
heritage when they are far from the home- 
town church. 

For thirty-two years Holy Communion 
has been planning good Sunday evening 
activities for these young people. They 
come to the meeting at the Parish House 

from all over the city. Some of the places 

represented are: the University of Penn- 
sylvania, Drexel Institute of Technology, 
more than seven Philadelphia hospitals, 
Philadelphia Seminary, Curtis Institute of 
Music, and the Moore School of Art. 

The program Sunday evenings begins at 
5 P. M. It includes, in this order, refresh- 
ments, devotions, speaker and discussion, 
and fellowship and fun. Some of the dis- 
cussions this fall will be concerned with 
race relations, the labor movement and the 
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Church, the prevention of war, the work 
of the deaconess, the Sacraments, life 
after death, the Second Coming, and the 
Church and Reconstruction. 


Mortgage Burned 

On the evening of October 25 a service 
followed by a social in the church base- 
ment, Grace Church, Roxborough, burned 
its twelve-year-old $4,000 mortgage. The 
guest speaker was the Reverend Carl H. 
Moyer, treasurer of the Philadelphia Con- 
ference. At the social, greetings for the 
near-by Lutheran churches were brought 
by the Rev. H. A. D. Wacker, pastor of 
Epiphany Church, Manayunk. Mr. Paul 
Knittel, superintendent of the Suriday 
school of Bethanien Church, brought 
greetings from that church, which is the 
mother congregation of Grace Church. At 
the evening service October 22, the Phila- 
delphia Seminary Choir gave a concert of 
sacred song in celebration of the thirty- 
fifth anniversary of the laying of the cor- 
nerstone of Grace Church. 


Reformation Services 

The Festival of the Reformation was 
celebrated October 29 in three joint eve- 
ning services in three sections of the city. 
The twenty-one alert churches of the 
Northeast met in Zion Church, Olney, for 
their service. The preacher was the Rev. 
Dr. John W. Doberstein, chaplain of Muh- 
lenberg College, and collaborator on the 
three-volume Muhlenberg Diary. A large 
chorus choir of all the churches, under the 
direction of the Rev. Elmer E. Zieber of 
the seminary faculty, sang special Refor- 
mation music. 

Six churches of the Mt. Airy-German- 
town area held a joint service at Trinity 
Church. The preacher was the Rev. Ed- 
ward T. Horn, 3d, of the faculty of the 
Theological Seminary at Mt. Airy. 

Five churches of Northwest Philadel- 
phia held a joint service at Mediator 
Church. The speaker was the Rev. Martin 
O. Dietrich, pastor of Old Zion on Franklin 
Square. 
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Improvements to Property and Anniversaries in Western Pennsylvania 


St. Luke’s Church, Roaring Spring, the 
Rev. O. E. Feeman pastor, fittingly cele- 
brated the fifteenth anniversary of the 
erection of its church school building. 
Three services of an anniversary and 
homecoming nature were held September 
17 with an average attendance of four 
hundred at the services. The pastor de- 
livered the sermon at the morning service 
on the subject, “The Importance and Pur- 
pose of Christian Education.” Dinner was 
served by the ladies of the church and an 
afternoon session of music by former choir 
members and messages by ministers of the 
community followed. After an evening 
meal served by the ladies the closing ses- 
sion of the day was held with G. R. Heim, 
D.D., of Geeseytown, preaching the ser- 
mon. Upwards of $10,000 was raised dur- 
ing this anniversary celebration, leaving 
the congregation an indebtedness of $7,000. 
Since Pastor Feeman became pastor of St. 
Luke’s in June 1943 the indebtedness has 
been decreased from $22,000. 


Sixtieth Anniversary 


September 10 marked the sixtieth anni- 
versary of the present church at Geesey- 
town, Blair County, G. R. Heim, D.D., pas- 
tor. The congregation, however, dates 
back 125 years. Three services were held 
during the day with various members and 
friends participating in the services. The 
morning service was built around the first 
ten years of the congregation’s life. The 
third generation was recognized in music 
and message during the afternoon session 
and the second generation during the eve- 
ning program. Lester Keasey, a student at 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary, one of 
the third generation representatives, con- 
ducted the morning service. The history of 
the congregation was read and the day’s 
program was held in the sanctuary which 
had been redecorated during the summer. 


Better Equipped for Work 


Special dedicatory services were held ir 
Trinity Church, Altoona, the Rev. Ralph 
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W. Birk pastor, October 1. In order to 
care for the youth of Trinity the entire 
Sunday school has been reorganized and a 
new youth department formed. The old 
parsonage adjoining the church on Fifth 
Avenue (Juniata) was converted into a 
Parish House for use by the school. The 
first floor of this new addition now houses 
the Cradle Roll and Beginners’ depart- 
ments and the entire second floor has been 
converted into a modern department for 
the Junior age group. The Adult depart- 
ment now uses the main school room, thus 
eliminating the sanctuary of the church for 
Sunday school quarters. The Intermediate 
and Senior departments have been moved 
to the large Trinity Hall in the basement 
of the church and will function as the 
youth department. 

A service of dedication: was held at the 
morning worship with the Rev. W. C. 
Waltemyer, Ph.D., professor of Bible and 
Religious Literature at Gettysburg College, 
delivering the sermon, “Everyone a 
Teacher.” Trinity Church faces the future 
with adequate facilities for the training of 
Christian youth. The new parsonage in 
the Wehnwood section of the city, pur- 
chased by the congregation last spring, 
made possible the conversion of the old 
parsonage into the Parish House. This ° 
improvement now stands dedicated as a 
tribute to and in memory of the men and 
women of Trinity (numbering 150) serv- 
ing in the armed services of the nation. 
The entire program of improvements has 
been accomplished at an expenditure of © 
$10,000. ‘ 


Anniversaries 

St. Mark’s Church of the Newry Parish, 
the Rev. Lester J. Karshner pastor, ob- 
served its thirty-fifth anniversary with a 
special service the morning of October 22. 
Dr. Harvey D. Hoover, professor of prac- 
tical theology at Gettysburg Seminary, de- 
livered the anniversary sermon. St. Mark’s 
has a unique history, being a union con- 
gregation (Lutheran and Reformed) which 
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functions theoretically as two bodies but 
practically as one family group. These 
Shaffer Valley people are, and should be, 
proud of their fine church life. 


The congregation of Zion Church, 
Petersburg, celebrated its fiftieth anniver- 
sary with appropriate services September 
24. The morning sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Stephen Traver, pastor of Zion 
Church, 1894-1898; and the evening ser- 
mon by the Rev. Kenneth Anderson. Four- 
teen pastors have served the congregation 
‘during these fifty years. The services of 
the day were in charge of the acting pas- 
tor, the Rev. Leland K. Fackler, who is 
serving the Petersburg charge during the 
absence of the pastor, Charles H. Stong, 
a chaplain in the United States Army. 


Casebeer congregation at Sipesville, 
Somerset County, is busy preparing to 
celebrate its one hundredth anniversary 
next spring. A two-manual Moller pipe 
organ with twenty-five note chimes is to 
be installed for the observance. This or- 
gan is being given by the Byron Korns 
estate in memory of Dr. C. Byron Korns, 
Jr., who died in the Bahama Islands while 
serving as a doctor in the United States 


- Army. The Rev. Walter Guss is the pastor 


of this active and progressive congregation. 


At the annual reorganization meeting of 
the Altoona Chapter of the Woman’s 
League of Gettysburg College the follow- 
ing officers were installed by Pastor Ralph 
W. Birk assisted by the Rev. Dr. G. R. 
Heim: President, Mrs. R. W. Birk; vice- 
presidents, Mrs. Walter Johnson and Mrs. 
Elsie Ott; treasurer, Mrs. D. B. Replogle; 
secretaries, Mrs. Malvern Spencer, Miss 
Melba Lockard, Mrs. C. R. Grassmyer; 
registrar, Mrs. Earl Haverstick; historian, 
Mrs. R. W. Flenner; membership, Mrs. 
C. B. Crumbaker; pianist, Mrs. C, E. 
Bowers. 


W. M. S. Convention 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Conference held its fifth annual conven- 
tion October 4-5 in Moxham Church, 
Johnstown, the Rev. G. I. Melhorn pastor. 
Speakers at the various sessions were the 
Rev. C. H. Hershey of Altoona, president 
of the conference; Mrs. J. F. Harkins of 
State College, vice-president of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Synodical Society; Fern 
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Ogline of Sipesville, conference secretary 
of Children of the Church; Miss Marie 
Jensen, missionary on furlough from 
Africa; Miss Selma Bergner, U. L. C. A. 
promotional secretary of W. M. S. The 
convention was well attended, with over 
400 at the Wednesday evening banquet. 
Officers elected for the new year are: 
President, Mrs. T. H. Buchanen of Altoona; 
vice-president, Mrs. Walter Guss of Sipes- 
ville; recording’ secretary, Mrs. Ralph W. 
Birk of Altoona; statistical secretary, Mrs. 
Ethel Hood of Johnstown; treasurer, Mrs. 
E. P. Young of Alexandria; historian, Mrs. 
Joseph Tate of Altoona. 

The night of September 17 the writer 
attended a meeting of Sunday school 
workers and church members in St. James 
Church, Altoona, J. F. Flegler, D.D., pas- 
tor. It is always a treat to visit with this 
friendly and energetic group of the Pitts- 
burgh Synod. Pastor Flegler pleasantly 
instructed us by showing the three-reel 
picture story, “Romance in the Red” of 
the Pittsburgh Synod benevolent work. 
This pictorial presentation of the red side 
of our offering envelopes and the institu- 
tional work of the synod was most inter- 
esting and inspiring. 


Reformation Service 

The Altoona Lutheran Ministerial Asso- 
ciation held a Reformation Service in First 
Church, Altoona, the Rev. Luke H. Rhoads 
pastor, Sunday evening, October 29. W. C. 
Schaeffer, D.D., of Allentown preached the 
sermon. The Lutheran congregations of 
the city joined in the service which was 
preceded by a union Luther League serv- 
ice under the leadership of the district 
League officers. 


The Rev. S. D. Sigler is now busy as 
pastor of the DuBois Charge. He served 
the Salisbury Charge before going to Du- 
Bois, where he succeeds the Rev. B. F. 
Rudisill, now pastor of Trinity Church, 
Woodbury, N. J. 


The Rev. John Hoenstine and family 
have moved to Garrett, Somerset County, 
from Columbia City, Ind. He began his 
new duties at Garrett, September 15, as 
successor to the Rev. Ellwood Stahl, now 
pastor of the Sinking Valley Charge.» Pas- 
tor Hoenstine is a native of the Alleghany 
Conference, his home being at Claysburg. 
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News of the Church in West Virginia is Encouraging 


The Rev. J. Wilson Harner resigned as 
pastor of the Accident Parish (Maryland) 
September 15, to accept a call to the 
Myersville Parish of the Maryland Synod. 


The Rev. A. C. Curran tendered his res- 
ignation as pastor of the Bittinger Charge, 
effective October 2. He has become pastor 
of the Brookville Parish in the Pittsburgh 
Synod. 


The Synod of West Virginia has reached 
111 per cent of the quota assigned for Lu- 
theran World Action. All but two congre- 
gations have met their quotas in full. Sev- 
eral contributed more than half again as 
much as was asked. One had an offering 
of 215 per cent of the amount asked. The 
Rev. Harold L. Hahn, pastor of Grace 
Church, Fairmont, W. Va., has been the 
efficient promoter of this movement on this 
territory. Grace Church recently cele- 
brated the thirty-fifth anniversary of the 
laying of the cornerstone, with Dr. Earl 
S. Rudisill of the Parish and Church 
School Board as the guest speaker. 


A Chaplain's Prayer Services 

The Rev. Arthur L. Mahr, pastor of 
First Lutheran Church, Parkersburg, 
W. Va., is giving his people the benefit of 
his rich experiences in the actual battle- 
fronts as a chaplain. He saw active service 
for his God and his country in Sicily and 
Italy. For a period during the autumn 
season he held a series of home prayer 
services throughout his parish. Two serv- 
ices were held each evening from Monday 


through Friday. The emphasis was upon . 


prayers for the nation, the church, the 
service personnel, and the individuals of 
the congregation. A large percentage of 
his congregation participated wholeheart- 
edly in this important movement. A memo- 
rial service was conducted October 1 for 
Pfc. W. L. Holcomb, U.S.M.C., killed in 
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action on Tinian. His gold star is the first 
among seventy-four on the service flag. 


The edifice of Trinity Church, Keyser, 
W. Va., has been re-roofed and the in- 
terior is being renovated. The cost of all 
improvements will total about $1,700. This 
congregation enjoys the highest percent- 
age of attendances at its services of any 
of the’ congregations in the city, and the 
current year will be the best from the 
standpoint of benevolence contributions in 
the late history of the congregation. 


St. John’s, Davis, W. Va., of the Davis- 
Elkins Parish, the Rev. R. Eugene Smith 
pastor, has installed and paid for a new 
heating unit. Holy Trinity, Elkins, W. Va., 
has raised a substantial amount of money 
toward the building of a new Sunday 
school room, and have set a goal of $1,000 
additional for the coming year. 


Trinity Church, Charleston, W. Va., 
celebrated its twentieth anniversary Oc- 
tober 22. This congregation was founded 
October 16, 1924, in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Val Fruth with ninety-nine charter 


members. Mrs. Fruth and seventy others 


of the above number are still on the roll 
of the congregation, which now has a 
membership of 340. There was an average 
growth of 17 per cent every year of the 
church’s existence. The building which 
this flourishing group now occupies was 
dedicated February 19, 1928. The first reg- 
ular pastor was the Rev. Herbert Finch. 
He was succeeded by A. B. Leamer, D.D. 
Four years later the Rev. Dr. W. P. Cline, 
Jr., now a chaplain, became pastor, then 
the Rev. John A. Ritchie. The present 
pastor, Dr. George W. Schillinger, has been 
on the field since the spring of 1942. 


St. Paul’s Church, Huntington, W. Va., 
the Rev. Carl R. Plack pastor, has just 
issued Volume I, No. 1, of a parish monthly. 
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Trinity Church, Wheeling, the Rev. 
Simon Snyder pastor, has been carrying 
on an unusual and very commendable pro- 
gram of leadership training for years. The 
pastor has a continuous teacher- and lead- 
ership-training class. As soon as one text 
is finished, another is taken up. Summer 
months are excepted. 


St. Johannes, St. Clara, W. Va., held a 
congregational convocation on stewardship 
and benevolence. The pastor, the Rev. J. 
Bruce Kaufman, arranged for this meeting 
with the synodical Stewardship and 
Benevolence Committee, of which Mr. 
Oscar H. Lindow of Charleston is chair- 
man. Mr. Lindow appointed Mr. Franklin 
R. Browne of Clarksburg to address and 
to lead the convocation. 


Congregations 


Bethlehem, Pa. A joyous service of re- 
dedication was held at Grace Church, Dr. 
J. Howard Worth pastor, September 24. 
The sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Harvey C. Snyder, president of the Allen- 

_town Conference. In the evening a musical 
service was held under the direction of 
Dr. Cornelius G. Brennecke, organist. 

At the several services during the week 
the speakers were as follows: Dr. John 
W. Doberstein, chaplain of Muhlenberg 
College; the Rev. C. Eugene Blum, pres- 
ident of the Ministerial Association of 
Bethlehem; and Dr. Emil E. Fischer, pres- 
ident of the Ministerium.of Pennsylvania. 
Friday evening the celebration was 
brought to a close at a cafeteria supper 
and entertainment in which men, women 

) and children of the congregation partic- 
ipated. 

_ Improvements to the property included 

rebuilding the organ, and renovating the 

_ church, practically all the old furnishings 

| being retained but renewed in appearance. 


Front Royal, Va. The formal opening 
of the new chapel and parish building of 
_ the congregation of the Church of the 
_ Good Shepherd was observed at a special 
_ service in September, with the sermon by 
Dr. J. J. Scherer, Jr., president of the 
Synod of Virginia, The pastor, the Rev. 
_John G. Boliek, reports twenty-six re- 
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ceived into church membership at the 
morning service. 

» The chapel is erected on the permanent 
location of the church and was built by 
special authorization. The formal opening 
was attended by more than two hundred 
people, and the day’s offering totaled more 
than $1,000. The present baptized mem- 
bership is 157. 


Parrottsville, Fenn. At the Homecoming 
Service at Salem Church, ably served by 
Dr. Walter C. Davis, the financial goal was 
fixed at $1,000; but when the receipts were 
counted the goal had been passed by a 
large percentage: it was in excess of $2,300. 
The sermon on this occasion was preached 
by Dr. James D. Kinard, president of New- 
berry College, Newberry, S. C. Under the 
dynamic and experienced leadership of Dr. 
Davis, there is a great future for the Par- 
rottsville Parish. 


Springfield, Ohio. Grace Church, the 
Rev. A. L. Anderson pastor, celebrated the 
twentieth anniversary of the cornerstone 
laying of the church September 24 at 
morning and evening services. The Rev. 
John W. Berger, pastor of St. Luke’s 
Church, Lima, Ohio, was the _ special 
speaker at both services. He was the pas- 
tor when the cornerstone was laid and the 
church was built. Mrs. Berger spoke at a 
Twilight Anniversary Tea held at the 
church. The original building committee 
was in charge of the evening service with 
Dr. I. H. Boesel as chairman. Mr. T. R. 
Wilcox offered the prayer. Dr. R. H. Rems- 
berg, Wittenberg College pastor, and 
grandson of Prof. V. G. A. Tressler, in 
whose memory the church bell was given, 
brought greetings from the Lutherans of 
Springfield. 

The church building is valued at $70,000; 
the indebtedness has been reduced to 
$12,800. 

The congregation has in its membership 
two missionary families: Dr. and Mrs. 
M. L. Dolbeer of India and the Rev. and 
Mrs. E. G. Wood of India. For the second 
year in succession one of its sons will be 
ordained into the ministry. Last yea it 
was the Rev. Robert Gaines, pastor of 
Trinity Church, Newark, Ohio, and this 
year it will be Martin L. Dolbeer, Jr. Ten 
pastors have gone forth from this congre- 
gation of 350 members. 
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The Long Island Conference 


A PRESENTATION by the Rev. Luther E. 
Woodward, Ph.D., on “The Congregation 
and the Returning Service Men,” was the 
feature of the fall convention of the Long 
Island Conference of the United Synod of 
New York at St. Peter’s Church, Baldwin, 
the Rev. Stephen O. Hirzel pastor. 

The session began with a Service of 
Holy Communion at which the sermon was 
preached by the president, the Rev. Joseph 
Flotten, and was a plea for the pastor to 
keep constantly before him the great work 
that he is to do and not lose himself in 
the welter of other demands upon his time. 

In his report, which opened the busi- 
ness session, President Flotten cited the 
gradual increase of benevolence in the 
conference in the past five years and 
pleaded for greater support of the larger 
work of the church. He urged congrega- 
tions to make a real effort to wipe out in- 
debtedness now so as to be prepared to 
meet the demands which will be made 
upon American Lutheranism in the post- 
war period. Noting the large number of 
high caliber businessmen who have been 
willing to give time and talents to the gov- 
ernment in the present emergency, he 
said, “I cannot but feel that we have con- 
sistently failed to attract many of these 
same men for the work of the church be- 
cause we have not made the challenge 
seem big enough.” 

William G. Boomhower, D.D., new pas- 
tor of St. Paul’s Church, Williamsburg, 
Brooklyn, was introduced to the confer- 
ence and spoke briefly, as did Chaplain 
Elmer Schaertel, formerly pastor of Mes- 
siah Church, Brooklyn. The Rev. Werner 
Jentsch, chairman of the Foreign Missions 
Committee; urged the formation of mis- 
sion study groups using the text, Forth. 
The Rev. Lauri J. Anderson, of the Men’s 
Work. Committee, announced a supper 
meeting of conference pastors and laymen 
November 17, in Jamaica. The Rev. Oliver 
Powérs, special conference representative 
for the promotion of the Contributory 
Pension Plan, spoke, offering the services 
of Mr. Frederick Ihlo to present the plan 
to church councils. 

Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, president of 
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the United Synod of New York, addressed 
the convention. Noting that each of the 
conferences of synod had an individual 
characteristic, he said that the special 
characteristic of the Long Island Confer- 
ence is “life.” He outlined his first task 
as president of synod as the necessity of 
becoming acquainted with pastors and con- 
gregations. Synod exists to help the con- 
gregation, whose work is paramount. 

Speaking of the history of the New York 
Synod, Dr. Knubel said that its life had 
been marked by struggle, a struggle which 
has produced great results in many fields 
—such as home missions, education, bud- 
get and benevolence—but which must con- 
tinue as the Church ever strives to in- 
crease its service in the Kingdom. 

During the luncheon period the confer- 
ence heard a fine presentation of the work 
of the University Association of Greater 
Boston by the Rev. Edmund A. Steimle, 
student pastor. 

Dr. Woodward’s . presentation was the 
first item of afternoon business. Pointing 
out that men are being discharged from 
the service at the rate of 100,000 a month, 
he urged the immediate formation of plans 
to assist the readjustment of these dis- 
charges. - 

A recommendation from the Social Mis- 
sions Committee, the Rev. John Bauch- 


man, chairman, that the churches of con-. 


ference plan to observe the end of the 
European war with services of thanksgiv- 
ing and dedication, was passed. 

Another recommendation that the con- 
ference protest the consideration of peace- 
time conscription now was “sidetracked” 
for a substitute motion that “Conference 
urge the individuals ‘so minded to register 
with their congressmen their protests 
against the adoption of legislation provid- 
ing for universal military conscription at 
this time.” 

When Treasurer Ernst Erickson pre- 
sented the report of the Budget Commit- 
tee, conference voted to raise its annual 
contribution to the Queens Protestant 
Chaplaincy Fund from $300 to $500 and to 
make it a budget item. 

Two resolutions of the Parish Education 
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Committee, the Rev. Stephen O. Hirzel 
chairman, were adopted, calling for the 
setting aside of a series of services in the 
spring of 1945 for the purpose of gathering 
all confirmed Lutherans to restudy, in the 
light of modern needs, the basic principles 
of Luther’s Catechism, and for a public 
reaffirmation of faith at the conclusion of 
the series. 

A proposal to amend the by-laws to per- 
mit nominations for conference office by 
a nominating committee was defeated by 
failure to obtain the necessary two-thirds 
vote. The Rev. Walter Cowen, Registra- 
tion Committee chairman, reported 70 pas- 
tors and 31 lay delegates present. 


Pastoral Changes 


The Rev. C. Ernest Seastrunk of Rincon, 
Ga., has accepted a call to become pastor 
of St. Luke’s Church, Prosperity, S. C., 
and took up his new work November 1. 


The Rev. John W. Wessinger of the St. 
Mark-Corinth Parish of the South Caro- 
lina Synod resigned to accept a call ex- 
tended him by Pine: Grove Church, Lone 
Star, S. C., and Epiphany, St. Matthew’s, 


_S. C., effective November 1. 


The Rev. M. L. Minnick has resigned as 
pastor of Holy Trinity Church, Lynchburg, 
Va., to accept the call to become pastor of 
College Church, Salem, Va., effective No- 
vember 1. Mr. Minnick has served Holy 
Trinity with distinction for the past seven 
years. He is also the secretary of the Vir- 
ginia Synod. 


The Rev. Charles G. Tusing has resigned 
as pastor of the Church of the Ascension, 
Danville, Va., to accept the call of Women’s 
Memorial Church, Pulaski, Va., effective 
November 1. Pastor Tusing brought the 
congregation of Ascension Church to self- 
support and freedom from debt, and fig- 
ured prominently and effectively in the 
community. 


Anniversaries in Chicago 


OctosBeR 18 more than six hundred Lu- 
theran women gathered at the Drake 
Hotel, Chicago, to celebrate the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the Lutheran Women’s League 
and the twenty-fifth anniversary of their 
founding of the Children’s Receiving 
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Home. The Hon. Dwight Green was the 
guest speaker, and Mrs. George Lottich, 
president, presided. Mrs. C. Evald, one of 
the founders and first presidents, spoke of 
the old days when in 1898 Mrs. Potter 
Palmer asked the Lutheran women to or- 
ganize. The Rev. William Kmet, who was 
raised in the Home, now pastor at Daven- 
port, Iowa, conducted the devotions. The 
Home proudly displays twenty-nine blue 
stars and one gold star on their service 
flag. 

To mark the two anniversaries the 
League has issued a beautiful booklet ded- 
icated to Sister Caroline Williams, Lu- 
theran Juvenile Court Worker. It con- 
tains greetings from sixteen Lutheran 
Women’s Leagues. 

October 22 a service of prayer and 
praise was held in Wicker Park Church, 
at which Dr. Rees Edgar Tulloss, pres- 
ident of Wittenberg College at Springfield, 
Ohio, was the guest speaker. The chil- 
dren’s choir made its first appearance. 


“Go Ye’ —Theme of W. M. S. 


Missions in India, Africa, and Syria 
were portrayed for about 125 regular dele- 
gates and visitors to the eleventh annual 
convention of the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Synod Women’s Missionary Society, Octo- 
ber 3-5. 

The conference was held in Memorial 
Church, Louisville, the Rev. Edward 
Hummon pastor. The business session 
was in charge of Mrs. Lawrence Speck- 
man of Louisville, president. 

Miss Verna Lofgren, Galesburg, Ill., on 
furlough from India, in speaking on the 
subject, “Go Ye Into All the World,” 
praised the educational program of our 
India Mission from the village school to 
the industrial and agricultural college. 
She pointed out also that the Guntur 
Technical School was training boys for the 
Indian war effort. She also lauded the 
Mission’s attempts to break up the caste 
system. — 

Mrs. C. R. Buschman explained the work 
of the Liberia Mission in Africa and made 
an appeal for medical missionaries” and 
nurses. ; 

Theodore F. Boushy of Syria, a grad- 
uate of the Southern Baptist Seminary in 
Louisville, spoke of mission work in his 
native land. 
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The theme for the convention, “Christ 
Everything, Everywhere,” was carried out 
by the Communion Service speaker, Pas- 
tor J. E. Stomberger, president of synod, 
and by the devotional speakers, Mrs. 
Robert Kinsey, Nashville, and Mrs. Olan 
Aughbaugh, Melbourne, Ky. 

Among the highlights of the convention 
was the announcement at the banquet of 
forty Life Members and four In Memo- 
riam members of the Women’s Missionary 
Society, secured by committee chairman 
Mrs. J. E. Stomberger. 

Others on the program of the three-day 
conference were: Mrs. Edward Hummon, 
Mrs. A. S. Nicholson, Mrs. Fred Kimmel, 
Jr., Mrs. Raymond Steineker, Miss Joyce 
Janzler, Mrs. Linton Erdman, and Pastors 
Edward Hummon and Roger G. Imhoff, 
all of Louisville; Miss Bernice Volkert of 


Nashville, and Mrs. Frank Rhodes of 
Memphis. 

Officers for the next year are: President, 
Mrs. Lawrence Speckman, Louisville; 


Remember the Seminary in your Prayers! 


CHICAGO steorocrean SEMINARY 


In the heart of America’s greatest 
concentration of Lutherans. 
Undergraduate Curriculum— 

New quarter begins November 20 

Graduate work in Residence, also in 

Extension — through alertly supervised 
reading. 

STUDY-OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 

WHOLE OF THE PASTOR'S CAREER 


President Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D. 
Maywood, Ill. 


Remember the Seminary in your will! 
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—Coming to NEW YORK—? 


VISIT NEW ROCHELLE 
“THE QUEEN CITY ON THE SOUND” 
Thirty-five minutes from Grand Central Station 


EOL YO RNY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 


WALTER CHRISTIAN HANNING 


MARY ELIZABETH FOWLER 
Minister of Religious Education 


vice-presidents, Mrs. Clayton A. Robert- 
son of Louisville, and Mrs, Lorin Spenny 
of Covington; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Edwin J. Detmer of Nashville; treasurer, 
Miss Marguerite German of Louisville; 
statistical secretary, Mrs, Charles Graff of 
Jeffersontown; promotional secretary, Mrs. 
Fred Kimmel, Jr., and parliamentarian, 
Mrs. H. B. Holtevert of Louisville. 

The society voted $100 to Lutheran 
World Action and $250 to the Building 
Fund of the Louisville Home for the Aged. 

Fenner Memorial Church, Louisville, 
will be the scene of the 1946 meeting. 

Rocer G. IMHorFF. 


“Prepare Ye the Way” 


Tue fifty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the South 
Carolina Synod was held September 27-28 
in Trinity Church, Greenville, S. C., E. Z. 
Pence, D.D., pastor. The theme was, “Pre- 
pare Ye the Way of the Lord.” The devo- 
tions were conducted by Miss Catherine 
Stirewalt, missionary to :China, now on 
furlough; Mrs. C. J. Rice of Newberry and 
Mrs. Wynne C. Boliek of Columbia. At the 
opening session the Communion was ad- 
ministered and the meditation was de- 
livered by the Rev. Carl Caughman, South 
Carolina Synod’s Mission Pastor. 

In the celebration of the birthday of the 
late Mrs. M. O. J. Kreps, for twenty-five 
years president and three years president 
emeritus of the society, a fitting tribute 
was given by Mrs. H. A. McCullough, Sr., ° 
of Columbia, also a former president. 

Miss Clara Sullivan, returned mission- 
ary from China and now of Lenoir Rhyne 


Pastor 
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College, Hickory, N. C., brought a force- 
ful message on “Prepare Ye the Way for 
All Men.” The Rev. Karl W. Kinard, pres- 
ident of the synod, brought the message 
of the Church to the convention. Miss 
Ruth Juram, promotional secretary of the 
general society, addressed the convention 
and gave a call for a missionary nurse to 
go to Liberia, Africa, as soon as possible. 

Encouraging reports from all officers, 
conference presidents, department secre- 
taries and convention committees were 
heard. The financial report showed that 
the objective of $13,000 had been exceeded 
by $4,311. The goal for the year 1944-45 
is $18,500, and of this amount $600 will be 
for the Social Missions Program in South 
Carolina. 

Miss Winnie Butt of Charleston reported 
for the Triennial Convention objective— 
twelve young women for missionary 
work. Five are now in preparation for 
service. Will South Carolina have one? 

The next convention will be entertained 
by the Southern Conference in Charleston. 

The following officers were installed by 
President Kinard: President, Mrs. W. J. 
Moretz, Ehrhardt; vice-president, Mrs. 
Karl W,. Kinard, Columbia; recording sec- 
‘retary, Mrs. C. K. Derrick, Charleston; 
statistical secretary, Mrs. H. L. Vogel, 
Greenville. Mrs. J. V. Lone, Pub. Sec. 


CONFERENCES 


The seventh annual convention of the Sus- 
quehanna Conference of the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod will be held Thursday, November 
16, in the Lutheran Church, Montgomery, Pa. 
The conference will open with the Holy Com- 
munion Service at 9.30 A. M. 

Adam P. Bingaman, Sec. 


The Conference of the Kentucky-Tennessee 


Synod will meet in First Lutheran Church,. 


Louisville, Ky., the Rev. Arthur M. Huffman 

pastor, November 14 and 15. The opening serv- 

ice of Holy Communion will begin at 1.30 P. M. 
Lorrin L. Spenny, Sec. 


LUTHERAN WELFARE SOCIETY OF IOWA 
Change of Date for Annual Meeting 


Notice is hereby given to the branches and 
voting members of the Lutheran Welfare So- 
ciety of Iowa that the Board of Directors has 
found it advisable to change the fiscal year of 
the Society and: the Branch Offices, to conform 
to the calendar year January 1 to December 31. 
This also makes it desirable to change the date 
for the annual meeting. This necessitates a 
change of the Constitution. 

Officers of the Society will meet on the four- 
teenth of November, the present constitutional 
date for the annual meeting, and will formally 
adjourn the annual meeting to Tuesday, Feb- 


| ruary 13, 1945. 
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God’s Living Truths 


By LEANDER M. ZIMMERMAN 


Pocket Size. Cloth Bound. Postpaid, 50 cts. 


THE LUTHERAN STANDARD 

“Some spiritual insights can come only 
with age and experience. Dr. Zimmerman’s 
words offer such insights with conviction 
and comfort for readers of al] ages.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 

“Placed on the bedside table or carried 
along on a journey, or perchance mailed to 
an interested service man, its devotional 
content will fit into many a spiritual need.” 


THE WATCHMAN EXAMINER 

“God’s Living Truths will gladden many 
a life and encourage all its readers to en- 
joy the provisions of God’s grace.” 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT 

“A delightful pocket volume of helpful 
meditations, with a fitting benediction to a 
splendid little volume.” 


Order from 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Western Theological Seminary 


The Seminary of The United Lutheran 
Church west of the Mississippi River 
For catalog and information address 

DEAN THOMAS D. RINDE 
1643 N. Nye Ave., Fremont, Nebr. 
“On the Accelerated Basis for the Duration” 


Select MOORE Gowns and your 
choir will present an inspiringly 
beautiful appearance for years to 
come. Styles for adult, intermediate 
and junior choirs, in many beautiful 
materials and colors.Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C-20, 
Budget Payment Plan 120, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP70. 


At the annual meeting the voting members 
will be called on to vote on the following 
amendment to Article 6 of the Constitution: 

The annual meeting of this Society shall be 
held on the second Tuesday of February of 
each year. 3 

The annual meeting will also be asked to 
ratify the Board’s action in’ changing the fiscal 
year of the Society and its branches to the 
calendar year. 
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Lutheran Mutual Lite Insurance Com- 
pany, éstablished in 1879, is a legal 
reserve, non-profit mutual organiza- 
tion, restricting its membership 
exclusively to LUTHERANS and pro- 
viding sound life insurance protection 
at actual cost. 


For more than sixty-five years our 
emblem, “A Tradition of Faithful 
Stewardship,” has been a symbol that 
exemplifies the character and stability 
of the company —the sound princi- 
ples upon which it is operated — the 
high standard of its investments and 
the low cost of the many forms of 
life insurance which it provides for 
Lutheran men, women and children in nearly every community of this 
great nation. In all that time an ample margin of safety has always 
been maintained between assets and liabilities and this margin con- 
tinues to grow and expand each year as the number of policyholders 
and the insurance in force increases. 


That Lutherans fully appreciate the sound, conservative administration 
of their company, is evidenced by the more than eighty thousand 
policyholders with more than ONE HUNDRED MILLLION dollars of 


life insurance in force. 


Near you is a Lutheran Mutual representative who will provide efficient, 
helpful service and detailed plans for a security program fitted to your 
individual needs. /' 


Li lh lel ee eee ele li lieth ee 


{1 ous [LUTHERAN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. ! 
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PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
THE LIBRARY 


q 
b 


WOMEN’S MEETING 


The fifty-fourth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Philadelphia 
Conferences of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held Thursday, 
November 9, in Zion Church, Front Street and 
Fishers Avenue, Olney, Philadelphia, Pa., the 
Rev. Bela Shetlock pastor. Sessions at 10.00 
A. M,, 2.00 and 7.45 P. M. 

Leona M. Bechtold, Sec. 


OBITUARY 


Joseph P. Deibert 


influential and respected citizen in Schnecks- 
ville, Lehigh County, Pa., passed away at his 
home, October 2, in his eighty-nine year. He 
was the father of the late Rev. Willis F. Deibert, 
a former pastor of the Birdsboro Charge in the 
Reading Conference, and of the Rev. Arthur 
S. Deibert, pastor of Zion Church, Northamp- 
ton, Pa. Also surviving is a son, Edward J. 
Deibert, M.D., Hellertown, Pa. 

Mr. Deibert was an outstanding schoolman 
for nearly four decades. He held the degree of 
Bachelor of Science from Northwestern Uni- 
versity, Watertown, Wis., and of Master of 
Education from the Kutztown State Teachers’ 
College. He was the guiding hand in leading 
many youth into higher callings and the Chris- 
tian walk of life. 

For fifty years he was the teacher of the 
Adult Bible Class in the Schnecksville Sunday 
school and superintendent of the school for ten 
years. He took an active interest in the church 
at large and was untiring in his devotion to the 
Lutheran congregation at Neffs, Pa., serving 
frequently on the council during the seventy- 
eight years of his membership. Many rise up 
and call him blessed. 

Services ih the church at Neffs were in charge 
of his pastor, the Rev. Elmer S. Kidd, assisted 

‘by the Rev. Robert J. Urffer. Interment took 
place in the adjoining cemetery. 


William Klinefelter Diehl, D.D 


pastor emeritus of the Clear Spring Parish in 
Maryland, departed this life August 6 at Hagers- 
town, Md. Every part of Dr. Diehl’s ministry 
was Christ-centered. His whole life was flooded 
with the life of Christ, as was evidenced in his 
able preaching of the Word of God. He lived 
what he preached. He was a faithful and de- 
voted pastor and for tWwenty-nine years he min- 
istered to the people of the Clear Spring Charge, 
who found in him one who brought them com- 
fort and help. 


An Inspiration to Devotion 


Cee 


Spinet Organ= 


For Sunday School 
Rooms, Chapels, and 
Small Churches 


A musical gem that 
offers so much in 
true organ tone. 
Amazingly respon- 
sive. As easy to play 
as a piano. Write 
for illustrated folder 
and name of nearest 
Gulbransen dealer. 


Ohe Payne Spiers Studios Ine 


Studios 
Paterson, 


Carved Wood 
Memorials 


* Chancel Renovations | 


Stained Glass 


++ Inquiries Solicited - - 


ORGANIST WANTED 


For a German-English Lutheran Church in 


North Philadelphia. 
Write: A. c/o “The Lutheran,” 


J. A, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY 


TO ACQUIRE 


RELIGIOUS 


PAINTINGS 


OF OLD MASTERS OF ALL SCHOOLS 
ENGLISH, FRENCH, DUTCH, ITALIAN AND FLEMISH 


Also part of those which were exhibited in the Polish Art Pavilion, 1940 World’s Fair. 
Also Pictures of All Schools for decorative purposes. Long term credit arranged, especially 
for churches. 


WRITE OR PHONE FOR APPOINTMENT 


EUROPEAN ART GALLERIES, INC. 
COLUMBUS 5-7615 
MANHATTAN STORAGE BUILDING 
52D ST. & 7TH AVE., N. Y. C. 


November 8, 1944 


43 


LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 
PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 
222 S. Carol Boulevard 
Highland Park Upper Darby, Pa. 
Sunset 3224 
Estimates and color schemes 
submitted on request. 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TROY, N.Y. 


High Grade 
> Reconditioned Bells 


Write for Information. 


$250 to $500 
single 
$4.00 to 7.00 Double 


5 minutes to Times Squate 
A Few Minutes from Anywhere 


Write for Maps and Booklet 


George 


Prince 
Hotel ae rae ee 


George H. Newton ~ Manager 


Newberry College 


Synods of South Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, 
and Florida. 


degrees, 
Business, Pre-Medicine, Pre-theology. 


Christian atmosphere, reasonable expenses. 


March 1, July 1 and November L 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Owned and controlled by the U. L. C. A. 


Accredited; coeducational; A.B. and B.S. 
with special training in Music, 


Personal, attention, healthful climate, 


Terms under accelerated program begin 


For catalog write 


JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Not only in his parish was the fine influence 
of his life felt but also in the work of the 


church at large. He was honored by his con- 
ference, serving as_its president 1905-1907. He 
was elected by the Maryland Synod as a dele- 
gate to the convention of the General Synod in 
1903. In addition to the Clear Spring Charge, 
he served pastorates at Nittany, Pa., and Mid- 
dleburg, Pa. i 

William K. Diehl was born at Shrewsbury, 
York County, Pa., November 26, 1864, and died 
at Hagerstown, Md., August 6, 1944. He was 
the son of Isaac and Rosena Klinefelter Diehl. 
He was graduated from Gettysburg College with 
the A.B. and M.A. degrees in 1886 and from 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary in 1889. In 
1939 the degree of Doctor of Divinity was con- 
ferred upon him by Gettysburg College. 

In October 1890 Dr. Diehl married Miss Annie 
Belle Sheely, by whom he is survived, together 
with the following children: Dr. Harold S. 
Diehl, dean of the Medical School, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn.; Norman E. 
Diehl, executive of DuPont’s, Wilmington, Del.; 
and William C. Diehl, principal of South Poto- . 
mac Junior High School, Hagerstown Md. 

Funeral services were conducted in Hagers- 
town, Md., August 8 by the pastor of the Clear 
Spring Charge, the Rev. Luther L. Hare, as- 
sisted by the Rev. William C. Huddle, the Rev. 
I. D. Worman and the Rev. J. Wade Hoffman. 
Interment took place in Rest Haven Cemetery. 

H. H. Beidleman. 


The Rev. Jesse Steltz Erb 


the oldest alumnus of Muhlenberg College and 
No. 1 as to age on the clerical roll of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania, died at his home in 
Palmerton, Pa., at the age of ninety-seven 
years. On his last birthday, September 16, he 
still enjoyed his usual good health and his daily 
walk. God “Who giveth His beloved sleep,” 
called him in sweet slumber during the night 
of October 24, 1944, 

As _a theological student in the summer of 
1875 he supplied St. John’s Church, Slatington, 
Pa. June 14, 1876, he was called as_ pastor. 
Here he devoted his entire ministry of forty- 
eight years. In coming to St. John’s he ‘was 
faced with a very small membership, a half in- 
terest in a union church, and a debt of $1,700. 
When he retired September 23, 1934, the con- 
gregation owned a splendid church, a parsonage, 
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a house for the sexton, all free of debt, other 
resources amounting to $12,000 and a confirmed 
membership of 627. The well-earned distinc- 
tion of pastor emeritus was most eet bestowed 
upon him. Through his pastoral guidance, his 
fatherly counseling, and his friendly disposition, 
he was held in highest esteem by all. 

His interest in the church during these last 
twenty-one years of his life never lagged, as 
was noted by his attendance at Holy Trinity 
Church, Palmerton, where he organized and for 
a number of years taught the Women’s Bible 
Class. In honor and appreciation, this class has 
taken the name of “The Reverend Erb Bible 
Class." Frequently he continued to attend con- 
ventions of conference and synod. He held the 
office of president of the Allentown Conference 
1899-1902, and was a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Muhlenberg College 1896-1905. 

Pastor Erb was a native of Gilbertville, Mont- 
gomery County, Pa., born in 1847, a son of 
David and Julia (Steltz) Erb. Institutions of 
learning from which he was graduated were 
Mount Pleasant Seminary 1869, Muhlenber, 
College 1873, the Philadelphia Theologica 
Seminary 1876. 

He married Anzionette Leh, who preceded 
him in death by several years. Surviving are 
two sons: Fred of Syracuse, N. Y., and Ed- 
mund of West Hartford, Conn.; and a daughter, 
Helen, a teacher in the Palmerton High School, 
with whom he resided. 

Services at the home, in St. John’s Church, 
Slatington, and at the grave in near-by Union 
Cemetery were conducted by the Rev. Dr. Emil 
E. Fischer, president of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania; the Rev. Mark A. Lauchnor, pas- 
tor of St. John’s Church; the Rev. Dr. Corson 
Cc. Snyder of Bethlehem, immediate successor 
to Pastor Erb; the Rev. Roland G. Bortz of 
Palmerton; the Rev. ard C. Snyder of Naz- 
areth, president of the Allentown Conference. 

A. S. Deibert, Chairman, 
Committee on Memoirs, 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 


The Rev. Reinhold Schmidt 


retired former pastor of Friedens Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., died at the age of seventy-seven 
years, in Miami, Fla., September 30. The burial 
service was held October 4 at Kester’s Funeral 
Parlors, 611 E. Allegheny Avenue, and inter- 
ment was made at North Cedar Hills. Dr. Emil 
E. Fischer, president of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, attended the service. Dr. H. W. 


Harms, president of the German Conference, 
preached in English, and the Rev. Hans O. 
Zbinden preached in German. The Rev. Fred- 
Sek H. Mau, new pastor at Friedens, read the 
service. 


Pastor Schmidt started a branch Sunday 
school in 1897 in the Kensington section of 
Philadelphia, under the sponsorship of St. 
Michael’s Church. This work led to the or- 


The STORY 
of the BIBLE 


by WALTER 
RUSSELL BOWIE 


Bible characters live 
again for young and 
old in the pages of 
The Story of the Bible. 
Scholarly and complete 
to please the student, 
vivid and clear enough 
for children. 


20 full-color paintings 
52 chapters 
548 pages 


Only $1.95 


At Your Bookstore 


ABINGDON- 
COKESBURY 


NEW WRITERS NEEDED © 


FREE DETAILS 
New writers needed to re-write ideas in 
newspapers, magazines and books. Splendid 
opportunity to “break into” fascinating 
writing field. May bring you up to $5.00 per 
hour spare time. Experience unnecessary. 
Write today for details. NO OBLIGATION. 
Postcard will do. 
COMFORT WRITER’S SERVICE 

210-A5 South Seventh (2), St. Louis, Mo. 


owns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern hang- 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, materials 
cut out. Catalogue and samples on request. 

Office and Salesroom 
J.M. HALL, INC. 14.w. doth st. New York 
stn fein - * Tel. CHickering 4-3306 


Miss J. Hall may be reached at 
Delhi, New York. Tel. Delhi 33F21 


For your visit to Philadelphia 
MARK SUNDAY NIGHT, 7: 30 


on your calendars. Join with the hundreds who worship and fellowship in 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


THE FRIENDLY TABERNACLE 


Broad Street and Roosevelt Boulevard 
DR. ROSS STOVER, CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, HYMN SINGING 
A Large Part of the Audience is Youth 
Also: 11 A. M. Dr. Ross Stover (WDAS) 
Messiah Lutheran, “The Friendly Church,” 16th and Jefferson Sts. 
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AN INSPIRING, 
IMPORTANT 
NEW BUUb 


CHAPLAIN ELLWOOD £ NANCE 
8 konron ARTI 


$2.00 


Reassuring to Parents and Wives 
of Service Men! 


FAITH OF OUR FIGHTERS shows faith 
in action—an absorbing collection of vital 
narratives written by outstanding leaders 
in military and religious fields. 

Every minister and church leader, every 
relative of a service man should read this 
book and through it share the experiences 
of the chaplains and the men in uniform. 


Many Fine Photographs 


Action pictures showing religious observ- 
ances in camps, jungles, deserts, on all bat- 
tlefields and on ships at sea. Don’t miss 
them! 


Chaplain Ellwood C. Nance 


A veteran of World War I, Chaplain Nance 
has five service medals, including the Purple 
Heart. After serving many years as a Chris- 
tian minister, he was commissioned as Chap- 
lain and is now on the faculty of the Chap- 
lain School. He has helped train 90 per cent 
of the more than 7,000 graduated Army 
Chaplains. 


Some of the Contributors: 


Lt. Gen. A. A. Vandegrift 

Chaplain (Brig.-Gen.) William R. Arnold 

Chief of Chaplains (Capt.) Robert D. 
Workman 

Dr. Daniel A. Poling 

Dr. William L. Stidger 

Vice-President Henry A. Wallace 


Buy FAITH OF OUR FIGHTERS at Your 
Bookstore, or from 


TEs BE TAA NYP ROESS 
ST. LOUIS 3, MO. 


ganization of Friedens Church, which today is 
one of Philadelphia’s largest bilingual churches. 
He was known as a diligent and faithful pas- 
tor. His hobbies were printing and music. He 
used to print all his church programs, and his 
church came to be called ‘‘The Singing Church.” 
Even today a living testimony to his musical 
aptitudes remains in Friedens’ fine al’ girl a 
cappella choir. 

Pastor Schmidt served four pastorates: 
Friedens, 1897-1911; St. Michael’s, Harrisburg, 
Pa., 1911-1920; St. James, Altoona, Pa., 1920- 
1924; the fourth was a second pastorate at 
Friedens 1924-1935. In that year he retired from 
the active ministry and lived in Miami, Fla. 
He is survived by one son, Carl. 

Titus R. Scholl. 


Frank McKinney Zerkel 


son of John P, and Sarah Peneton Zerkel, was 
born in Clark County, Ohio, December 15, 1862. 
The famly ancestors were religious refugees 
from the Palatinate, Germany, who settled in | 
Philadelphia, Pa. about 1725, moving to the 
Shenandoah Valley, Va., about 1755. 

Among these early settlers were five brothers 
and.,two sisters who were active and devoted 
Lutherans. Andrew Zerkel, one of the brothers, 
attended the Ministerium of Pennsylvania in 
1784 to have Paul Henkel licensed to preach 
the Gospel. 

There is a tradition that Pastor Ezra Keller 
first proposed the organization of Wittenberg 
College in a Zerkel barn, where he was hold- 
ing services. He became the first president of 
the college in 1845. May 1, 1846, Dr. Keller 
organized near Thackeray, Ohio, the Zerkel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 31 of the 65 
members being Zerkels and descendants of those 
who came to Ohio in 1805. 

Frank Zerkel came with his parents in a 
covered wagon at two years of age to Richland 
County, Ill. The Rev. J. M. Lingle organized 
St. Paul Church October 30, 1869, with John 
Zirkel (as his name is spelled on the church 
record), one of the eleven charter members. 

Frank Zerkel was baptized by the Rev. G. H. 
Schnure, February 9, 1868, and confirmed by 
J. P. Schnure May 6, 1877, being active in the 
church throughout his life, the church at one 
time being a member of the General Council 
and then the General Synod. Mr. Zerkel was 
superintendent of the church school, teacher, 


councilman, choir director and janitor, serving 


the church acceptably in any way he could. 

April 3, 1886, he was married to Minnie E. 
Wickham, who survives, and who bore him 
nine children. For their fiftieth wedding an- 
niversary greetings were received from the 
president of the United Lutheran Church in 
America and from the President of the United 
States. 

In 1933 Mr,/ Zerkel moved with his family to 
Olney, Ill., and in 1934 affiliated with Trinity 
Church there, taking an active part in its 
affairs as superintendent of the church school, 
in the choir, and on the church council. 

From the available church records Mr. Zerkel 
missed but one communion in sixty-seven years, 
with the exception that in 1884 and 1885, while 
in Nebraska, he missed two communions and 
Pastor J. M. Lingle wrote in the record, ‘From 
home.” 

He was a loving father and husband, showing 
a fine Christian fortitude and patience in his 
final days. He departed this life September 2, 
1944, leaving his loving wife, five children, six- 
teen grandchildren, two. great-grandchildren _ 
and an aged sister, Mrs. Emma Hinman. 

The Order for the Burial of the Dead was 
read by his pastor, the Rev. Allen C. Lambert, 
and the Rev. H. A. Kunkle of East St. Louis, Ill. 

Allen C. Lambert. 
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| WANT MY DADDY? 


The need for a sound, practical insurance program is clear to 
thoughtful fathers and husbands. The need for this program now 
is hard for many men to realize. 

Lutheran Brotherhood’s Whole Life Policy makes the now a 
simple thing to handle. Providing protection at low cost, it guar- 
antees an income for those left behind, to be paid inlump sum or 
in instalments. Its value is ever-increasing. It is the thoughtful 
man’s way of assuring his family a future income when he is no 
longer with them. 


LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 


LEGAL RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE FOR LUTHERANS 
608 2nd Avenue So. Herman L. Ekern, President Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
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P ertinent ee dheut esr, 


THE NEW AUGSBURG UNIFORM SERIES* 


Beginning with the first quarter of 1945, the Augsburg Uniform Series will 
appear in greatly changed form. The basic change results from the action of 
the interdenominational agency responsible for the International Uniform 
Lessons. It provides a new plan for the use of the Scripture background 
material to meet the needs of the various age levels. This particular change 
has opened the way to improve both the method of presentation and the gen- 
eral appearance of all our important helps on the uniform lessons. 


FOR THE TEACHER 


In place of a monthly Aucspurc TEACHER for all departments, there will be ’ 
three different quarterly editions: 1) Aucssurc TEacHER for Little Ones 
and Juniors (ages up to 11); 2) Aucssurc TEACHER for Intermediates and 
Seniors (ages 12-17); 3) Aucspurc TEacuer for Young People and Adults 
(18 and up). This change calls for special care in ordering the quantity of 
the particular edition of Aucssurc TEACHER required for each of the age 
groupings indicated. 


FOR THE PUPIL 


All the lesson books and supplementary materials formerly in use are con- 
tinued in the new series. The quarterlies will each be put up in an attractive 
cover in color. The weekly leaflet Little Ones will be delivered in quarterly 
rather than monthly sets and the cover picture will be in color. 


GENERAL SUGGESTIONS 


1. Wherever possible subscribe for the full calendar year rather than on a 
quarterly basis. 

2. Our special periodical order form, included with expiration notices, pro- 
vides an exact listing, with price adjustments, of all items included in the 
New Augsburg Uniform Series. Please use this form in ordering. 

* Full information on The Augsburg Uniform Series in its new form is given in 

a twelve page bulletin provided pastors and superintendents November, 1944. 


THE LESSON COMMENTARY 


will not be published for 1945, due to the demands made on our editors in 
the preparation of the quarterly helps, the effort to incorporate such materials 
in those helps, and the paper shortage. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


